This emergency constitutional amendment is not only unnecessary, but a danger to the rights of
Ohioans. Many of the elements of this amendment that are deemed “emergencies” are already
part of Ohio law, notably the voter ID requirements. And according to our Secretary of State
Frank LaRose, our elections are already safe; there is no emergency here. Instead, the writers
of this amendment are hoping to leverage that perceived urgency in order to rush through
legislation that strengthens their position without a proper amount of scrutiny. Because there is a
poison pill in this amendment, the removal of obligation to provide early voting and mail-in
voting. There is nothing wrong with these programs; as previously stated, the current Secretary
of State has assured us that the elections are secure, no changes should be made in order to
secure what is already loudly declared safe and untampered with. Meanwhile, early voting and
mail-in voting gives entire classes of people the ability to vote that they would not have if
required to vote on election day in person. Disabled persons need the extra options. If you are
trying to say that disabled persons shouldn’t be able to vote, then you should make an
amendment that says that, clearly, so we can see you for who you are. Additionally, mail-in
voting allows our soldiers overseas to vote while they are engaged in military operations, such
as the current operations in Iran. If you are trying to say our soldiers shouldn’t be able to vote,
then you should make an amendment that says that, clearly, so we can see you for who you
are. There are other examples that can be stated here, but this makes it glaringly obvious what
the goal here is; disenfranchise voters, and remove access to one of the basic rights of being an
American for no justifiable reason. Thank you for your time.



