
My name is Linda Kelly.   I live in Medina, Ohio.   My 
testimony is in opposition to HJR9.    The COVID Pandemic 
brought with it a radical change in our voting processes, one 
of which is massive increase in the amounts of mail in ballots 
and drop boxes.   Such changes bring vulnerabilities that 
need to be addressed.  HB577 is a piece of legislation that 
would secures the integrity of a mail in ballot with a photo id.   
This has popular support.   It is in your committee.  We voters 
would like it to come out of committee and be put on the 
floor for a vote.  It seals the vulnerability of mail in ballots.   
Instead of finishing this process on HB577, an amendment to 
the constitution HJR9- which has no teeth without a law, is 
being crafted to go on the November ballot.   It is redundant 
with regard to the law that is already on the books which 
states in person, a voter must have a photo id.   It does 
nothing about requiring a voter that votes absentee to mail in 
a photo with the ballot.    Photo ID with mail in ballots needs 
to be the law- pass HB577.   If the constitutional amendment 
passes in its current form, it will limit the ability of the 
legislature to write legislation in the future to close photo ID. 
It will do so, because the current language in the amendment 
specifies that photo ID is specific to voting in person and as 
such may be interpreted in the future as a limiting factor to 
require photo ID for other forms of voting. The amendment 
must be revised. It baffles me why the legislature is refusing 
to vote on and pass mail-in photo ID  HB577 when a vast 
majority of voters who elected this legislature want it.


