Opponent Testimony on HIR 9

Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the House
General Government Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Joint
Resolution 9.

My name is Christina Camuendo, and | am a resident of Perry Township in Lake
County, Ohio. I respectfully urge you to oppose HJIR 9 unless equal voter identification
standards are applied consistently to all methods of voting, including absentee and
mail-in ballots.

If Ohio believes photo identification is necessary to protect election integrity for
in-person voting, then similar verification standards should also apply to absentee and
mail-in voting. Many Ohioans are concerned that HIR 9 would constitutionally
strengthen ID requirements for in-person voters while leaving absentee ballot
verification standards comparatively weaker or inconsistent.

Election integrity requires equal treatment and uniform standards. Voters should have
confidence that every lawful ballot is protected and verified fairly, regardless of
whether the vote is cast in person or by mail.

For this reason, | also respectfully request passage of HB 577 to help strengthen and
standardize verification procedures for absentee and mail-in ballots. Applying
consistent safeguards across all voting methods would better promote voter
confidence, transparency, and accountability throughout Ohio’s election system.

Additionally, constitutional amendments should be approached carefully. Election
procedures are more appropriately addressed through legislation that can be
reviewed and adjusted as needed rather than permanently placed into the Ohio
Constitution.



This issue is not about discouraging lawful voting. It is about ensuring equal
standards, consistency, and public trust across all forms of voting.

| respectfully ask this committee to oppose HJR 9 in its current form and instead
pursue comprehensive election integrity measures that apply uniformly to all voting
methods, including passage of HB 577.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



