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Against H.J.R. No. 9 

 

Dear Chair Sharon Ray, Vice Chair Jeff LaRe, Ranking Member Juanita Brent, and all members of 

the General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide oppositional 

testimony to H. J. R. No. 9. My name is Thomas (Tommy) Wessendarp, I am a resident of Ohio’s 

1st congressional district, and I am a firm believer in the right to vote for all of Ohio’s citizens. 

In reading this bill, it is my understanding that it would relieve the assembly of legal obligation 

to provide early voting and absentee voting for Ohio’s electorate. Access to early and absentee 

voting ensures that more of Ohio’s voters have access to their right to vote. As a healthcare 

professional working with older adults, I speak out on behalf of many older and disabled people 

who rely on the ability to vote early or absentee due to their inability to stand in long lines or 

drive to the polls. I also speak out on behalf of many people who work long hours or multiple 

shifts and so access to early voting is vital to people who cannot be excused from their jobs on 

Election Day. Until Election Day is declared a federal holiday and all are excused from 

employment obligations, it seems imperative that early voting be an option for those who are 

working hard to provide for their families and their communities. 

It is my understanding that Ohio’s elections have been some of the safest and most secure in all 

the country. Widespread voter fraud has not been an issue in our state, and any claim that it 

HAS does not appear to be supported by data. Bills like this appear to only disenfranchise more 

voters and strip us of useful tools for engaging with our right to vote. I believe that democracy 

necessitates the goal of offering its citizens the time and access to cast their vote and make 

their voices heard. Any bill that restricts one's right to vote is one that I am vehemently against. 

I respectfully implore you to vote NO on this bill on the grounds of keeping the legal 

requirement of early and absentee voting so that Ohio citizens have the time and access to 

exercise their right to vote. 

Thank you for your time and consideration on this matter. 
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