Statement of Opposition to Ohio H.J.R. No. 9

Ohio House Joint Resolution No. 9 proposes to enshrine a photo identification requirement for
in-person voting directly into the Ohio Constitution. We urge lawmakers to oppose this
resolution.

It is redundant and unnecessary. Ohio's General Assembly already passed a law in 2022
requiring voters to present a photo ID at the polls. Democrats have criticized the proposed
amendment as unnecessary because the requirement is already state law. Adding a constitutional
layer solves no practical problem - it only makes the existing requirement harder for future
citizens and lawmakers to revisit. Hometown Stations

It is unsupported by evidence of fraud. Proponents of H.J.R. No. 9 have offered no
documented evidence of widespread in-person voter impersonation in Ohio that would justify
elevating this requirement to constitutional status. Enacting policy with lasting constitutional
consequences should require a demonstrable problem - not a hypothetical one.

It would suppress legitimate voters. Strict photo ID mandates disproportionately burden low-
income voters, the elderly, people with disabilities, and communities of color - groups that are
statistically less likely to possess qualifying government-issued photo ID. Rather than protecting
elections, this resolution risks silencing lawful voters who simply lack a driver's license or
passport. Voting-rights advocates have alleged that it is an attempt to ensure fewer people would
vote, including in the upcoming 2026 general election. Ohio News

It is a vehicle to eliminate early and absentee voting. Buried in the amendment's text is
language explicitly stating that the General Assembly is under no obligation to provide any
method of voting other than in-person. This is not an oversight - it is a deliberate loophole that
would give the legislature constitutional authority to curtail or eliminate early voting and
absentee ballots entirely. Ohioans who rely on those options - working parents, rural residents,
those without transportation, and active-duty military personnel - could lose access to the ballot
altogether. This dramatically expands the resolution's threat to voter rights well beyond photo ID.

It locks in inflexibility. Even critics on the right have noted that the amendment does nothing to
close the current photo ID loophole for mail-in and absentee ballots, making it simultaneously
over-restrictive for in-person voters and incomplete as election policy. Placing this in the
Constitution removes the legislature's ability to adapt or correct the policy as circumstances
change. Ohio News

Ohio's elections should be secure and accessible. This resolution advances neither goal. We call
on the General Assembly to reject H.J.R. No. 9.
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