
Testimony on H. J. R. No. 9 Require identification to vote 

Oliver Snape 

2723 Erlene Dr 

Apt 1030 

Cincinnati, OH 45238 

May 26, 2026 

Chair Sharon Ray, Vice Chair Jeff LaRae, Ranking Member Juanita O. Brent, and members of 
the 

General Government Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Oliver Snape. I am a 28 year old 
chronically ill, medically complex, and disabled man living in Cincinnati. I strongly oppose H. J. 
R. No. 9 Require identification to vote. 

As someone who lives with chronic illnesses and disabilities, my days hinge on whether or not I 
feel able enough to perform daily tasks. Normal tasks, such as driving to my county’s Board of 
Elections or my polling location, take a lot more energy out of me than it would a normal person. 
My immune system also suffers due to my chronic illnesses, and I get sick a lot easier than 
most. Having the ability to use my good days to perform such tasks is a commodity I do not take 
for granted. I am thankful that there are currently multiple ways for me to be able to perform my 
civic duty in voting. 

I worry that my voice will no longer be able to be heard due to the heinous restrictions the 
proposed bill wants to put in place. People who are like me, whose life depends on day to day 
energy, should not have to worry about whether or not we are able to vote just because we were 
unable to gather the energy to drive or be driven to our polling location. This bill will take away 
early and absentee voting, both of which I have utilized multiple times, and makes voting less 
accessible to not only people like me, but those who cannot get the day off work to vote. Those 
who work in industries like healthcare are effectively silenced if they have to work on Election 
Day. They cannot simply all take off work that day, that is an impossible ask to require from 
them. 

This bill will cause more harm to my fellow Ohioans and myself than good. Restricting voting 
access demeans and strips us of the right we have to our civic duty. I ask you to consider my 
testimony and vote NO on this harmful and dangerous bill. Thank you again for the opportunity 
to testify. 

 


