May 26, 2026
To the Ohio House of Representatives Committee on General Government:

Relating to H.J.R. No. 9, | would like to point out some implications of the language in the
resolution that I’m sure has occurred to some if not all of you:

1. If only in-person voting on election day is implemented, it will disenfranchise voters
who identify as Republican, Democrat, and independent. Conservative,
progressive, and moderate. This includes those who work, out-of-state, troops
deployed overseas, the elderly and disabled.

2. Whether by design or ignorance and contrary to the belief this enforces trustin our
Ohio elections, it enables skullduggery such as the party in power further
disenfranchising voters by limiting poling places in select districts. Once could
envision a scenario where poling locations are moved last minute to create
confusion or reduced in number to create long lines to discourage voting in blue
leaning cities or red leaning rural areas. It also concentrates ballots so that it may
be easier to round up ballots for nefarious purposes (e.g. claiming falsely that voting
machines were tampered with and disposing of large numbers of ballots).

I’m sure others can imagine further negative implications. | for one often vote early in
person, but also often vote on election day. I’'ve never used an absentee ballot, but | like
having the option should | be on a business trip. No doubt there are many such reasons
Ohio voters like keeping early voting and absentee ballots available. Making it possible to
eliminate those options as this resolution does runs counter to the will of the people and
can only serve to take away the agency of many voters.

As has been mentioned already, this is a solution to a problem that doesn’t exist. Any
mistrust in the system has been sewn by false claims of rampant vote tampering by any
number of fictitious boogeymen: illegal aliens, Venezuela, Italian spy satellites, voting
machine manufacturers. | do not deny the law has been broken by the rare | submit that
anyone cheating while voting early is equally likely to cheat on election day.
Disenfranchising many voters to ineffectively solve a rare occurrence is at best ilt advised
and at worst a nefarious scheme to protect the current majority party from the will of
Ohioans.

Thank you for considering my testimony in the deliberations of this resolutions.

,Smcerely,
I~ -

/\_)éwo’b / v b3¢j

Derek L i
erek mdsay k



