Date: 5/26/2026
Good morning, Chair Ray, and General Government Committee

My name is Eric Watson, and | have come today with other concerned
constituents across District 88 and from across Ohio. | am here today,
because in our country and in Ohio we have understood for years that our
elections are not 100% protected. We do not have a “Gold Standard” in Ohio
with our elections until we have 100% transparency. | entirely support a Voter
ID, but let’s not leave loopholes! Let’s make sure we do this the right way
before enshrining this into our Ohio Constitution that could be very difficult to
amend in the future. Let us make sure that both the House and Senate protect
the integrity of our future elections by filling-in these loopholes. This is why |
am an Opponent today for HIR 9.

As a pass attendee at the 2020 Presidential Election Integrity Hearing, |
listened to approximately 8 hours of testimony before Congressional leaders,
military officers, Professors, and other professionals that we have severe
Election Integrity issues in this country. One particular testimony, that |
remembered, was when a military information warfare specialist gave
testimony to the fact that the electronic components inside the electronic
voting systems were designed to be manipulated, and these same electronic
components in the Electronic Voting Systems for the United States were the
same used during Venezuela’s election. Recently, a few months ago the
Director of National Intelligence, Tulsi Gabbard discovered after an
investigation that went 10 years back, that documents discovered inside the
CIA vault proved that the electronic components in the US electronic voting
systems were designed to be manipulated.

Do you know what the nickname is for the Electronic Voting Systems in HD
88?7 The Myster Machine, because people were more comfortable with the
transparency of filling the ballot out, verifying the tangible ballot in their
hands, and then physically walking it over to the poll worker and handing it to
them. Knowing that through that whole process the same ballot cast was the



same ballot physically handed to a person, and not processed through an
electronic voting machine.

So, the big question is, why are we continuing to use an electronic voting
system with known issues of integrity, lack of transparency, and huge cost to
taxpayers?

| can tell you why, because of money and power!

If we were to actually go back to more of a transparent process that included
more poll workers during the ballot verification process, we would save
millions of taxpayers’ dollars.

| am here to tell you that | entirely support a government issued Voter ID with a
photo, but let’s not leave these few loopholes in place for Digital ID to be used
with less transparency, and potential manipulation.

The current House Joint Resolution 9 leaves an open door for future legislators
to pass digital ID and mobile driver’s license. This creates more government
overreach and potential constitutional infringements. We do not need to allow
an open door for Big Tech to influence our government policy any more than
they already have with Data Centers and Al.

Mail-in-ballots should require photo ID, but as the Constitutional Amendment
stands, this is not the case.

According to the Social Security Administration a poll came back showing that
94% of Ohio’s Social Security numbers were mismatched! This is not only why
we absolutely need a government Photo ID verification for mail-in-ballots, but
also goes along with the major Medicaid fraud being discovered in Ohio.

The current HJR 9 would allow future legislators to weaken the current photo
ID standards as the Constitutional Amendment stands right now. Let’s Truly
protect our Elections and the Voice of the People moving forward!

So, let us make sure that we close these few loopholes with ease and
conviction. If We the People are Truly represented by the elect, then let these



testimonies from Ohioans across the state be heard! The very thing that
Constitutionally gives the people a voice is our secured elections.

It is the sole purpose that our Founders made sure that we would have a
government that was Truly for the people and of people. | call on you and other
elected state Representatives to propose a Constitutional Amendment that
will set a True “Gold Standard” for generations to come.

Make God guide you all to make the absolute decisions that warrant
protection entirely to We the People.



