
Chair and members of the committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony. My name is Jean Henderson. I 
am a lifelong Ohioan who, in retirement, works to help make Ohio a fair and just place to 
live. My professional background includes careers in clinical microbiology and the 
administration of a university hospital laboratory computer center.  I am a decades-long 
voter and consider voting a privilege. I have visited the Hamilton County Board of Elections 
‘Behind the Scenes’ tour and have seen just how secure our elections are.  

I have concerns about what is happening to limit access to voting like rolling monthly ID 
checks which is now law in Ohio.  It appears that Ohio legislators are more concerned with 
restricting access to voting than promoting access.  This leads me to my thoughts on HJR9. 

Regarding HJR9: 

Ohio already has a voter ID law. The real issue with HJR9 is what it does not protect. 

Section C says the Constitution would not guarantee early voting, absentee voting, 
vote-by-mail, or any voting outside Election Day. Those protections would remain 
entirely in the hands of future politicians. 

That means lawmakers could gradually reduce or restrict these popular and secure 
voting options over time — shortening early voting hours, limiting mail voting, or 
making absentee voting harder — without violating the Constitution. 

HJR9 would permanently lock voter ID into the Constitution, but it refuses to equally 
protect the ways millions of Ohioans actually vote. 

If voting access is important enough to write into the Constitution, then protecting 
secure early voting and vote-by-mail should be too. 

This amendment creates a one-sided constitutional change: it strengthens barriers to 
voting while leaving voting freedoms vulnerable to future political attacks. 

This is why I oppose HJR9. 

Thank you, Jean Henderson 

 

 

  

 

 
 


