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Chairwoman Ray, Vice-Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the
House General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify on HB 388
today. | would also like to thank my cosponsor, Representative Jarrells, for his work on this

bipartisan issue.

Over the last several years, GLP-1 medications have become an increasingly
common tool in chronic weight management and obesity treatment. At the federal level
and throughout the private sector, there has been a noticeable shift toward expanding
access to these medications through direct-to-consumer programs and other new
healthcare delivery models, including programs like TrumpRx. As these programs continue
to grow, states should be prepared to adapt alongside those changes in a responsible and

measured way.

House Bill 388, legislation | am proud to sponsor, seeks to help state employees and
elected officials access federally approved GLP-1 medications used for chronic weight
management. Specifically, this bill allows reimbursements for out-of-pocket costs
associated with FDA-approved GLP-1 medications purchased through manufacturer direct-
to-consumer programs or participating pharmacies. The legislation also prohibits

reimbursements for compounded versions of these drugs.
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In this legislation, reimbursements are available for a maximum twenty-four-month
period, with reimbursement amounts reduced during the second year of eligibility. The
legislation also requires physician verification of eligibility standards, including BMI
thresholds, as well as documentation of out-of-pocket costs before reimbursements may
be approved. Additionally, the bill establishes standards for reapplication if significant

weight regain occurs following treatment.

As legislators, itis important that we recognize where healthcare policy and
treatment options are moving while also ensuring taxpayer dollars are being used
responsibly. For many individuals, obesity and related conditions contribute to long-term
healthcare costs and other preventable health complications, often costing the taxpayer in
the long-term when Medicaid resources are used to combat obesity-related complications.
Providing access to federally approved treatment options through a structured
reimbursement program is a practical approach that reflects the direction many healthcare

providers, manufacturers, and federal policymakers are already taking.

Chairwoman Ray, Vice-Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the
House General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor

testimony on HB 388. | welcome any questions you may have.
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