
 
 

 

DATE:  June 1, 2026 

 

TO:  House General Government Committee 

 

FROM: Chris Dorr, Ohio Gun Owners (OGO) 

 

RE:  Opposition Testimony: H.J.R. 9 

 

 

 

Chairwoman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the House 

General Government Committee: 

 

My name is Chris Dorr, and I am the Executive Director of Ohio 

Gun Owners. 

 

Ohio Gun Owners is Ohio’s largest no-compromise, grassroots gun 

rights organization, representing Second Amendment voters across 

this state. 

 

I am submitting opponent testimony on House Joint Resolution 9 

because, as introduced, this resolution fails to fully secure 

Ohio’s elections. 

 

And Ohio Gun Owners will not pretend otherwise. 

 

H.J.R. 9 is being promoted as a voter ID constitutional 

amendment. 

 

But as written, it does not require photo ID for every form of 

voting. 

 

It requires photo ID for in-person voting, while leaving 

absentee mail-in ballots outside that same photo ID requirement. 
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That is a loophole. And if this Committee advances H.J.R. 9 

without fixing that loophole, then this Committee will be 

responsible for sending Ohio voters an incomplete constitutional 

amendment. 

 

Ohio Gun Owners strongly supports photo ID to vote. 

 

Photo ID is basic election security. It is common sense. It 

protects lawful voters. It helps ensure that the person casting 

a ballot is who they say they are. 

 

But a photo ID requirement that only applies to in-person voting 

does not secure the whole system. 

 

Ohio voters deserve better than that. 

 

Our members demand better than that. 

 

If this General Assembly is going to place voter ID language 

before the people of Ohio, then that language must apply to 

every ballot. 

 

And yes, that means absentee mail-in voting, too. 

 

Requiring photo ID at the polling place is basic election 

security, and that same standard must apply to mail-in ballots. 

There should not be one verification standard for voters who 

show up in person and a weaker standard for ballots cast by 

mail. 

 

There should not be an absentee ballot loophole written into a 

proposed constitutional amendment. 

 

And there should not be any confusion about where Ohio Gun 

Owners stands. 

 

We oppose H.J.R. 9 unless it is amended to require photo ID for 

every form of voting in Ohio, including absentee mail-in 

ballots. 

 

This issue matters deeply to Ohio gun owners because elections 

are how we defend the Second Amendment. 

 

The politicians elected through our republican form of 

government vote on pro-gun and anti-gun bills alike. 

 



If potentially fraudulent votes are allowed to water down the 

votes of pro-gun American patriots, then gun owners are being 

robbed of their political voice. 

 

And when gun owners are robbed of their political voice, the 

Second Amendment is placed in direct danger. 

 

That is why Ohio Gun Owners members and supporters expect this 

Committee to close the loophole in H.J.R. 9. 

 

They expect secure, accurate, and fair elections. 

 

And they expect legislators who claim to support election 

integrity to prove it with their votes. 

 

For years, Republican politicians in Columbus have talked about 

secure elections. 

 

Now those same politicians are being handed a simple test. 

 

Will they fully secure Ohio’s elections? 

 

Or will they advance a constitutional amendment that leaves 

absentee mail-in ballots under a weaker standard? 

 

There is no hiding from that choice. 

 

Ohio Gun Owners will score votes on H.J.R. 9. 

 

Ohio Gun Owners will score votes on amendments related to H.J.R. 

9. 

 

These votes will be treated as Tier One votes for future 

elections. 

 

That means every member of this Committee should understand 

exactly what is being measured. 

 

This is a vote on whether Ohio’s voter ID constitutional 

amendment will actually secure every ballot, or whether it will 

leave the mail-in absentee loophole wide open. 

 

Ohio gun owners will remember the difference. 

 

If H.J.R. 9 is amended to require photo ID for every form of 

voting, Ohio Gun Owners can support that effort. 

 



But if H.J.R. 9 advances without closing the absentee mail-in 

ballot loophole, then Ohio Gun Owners will oppose it and score 

accordingly. 

 

Do not half-secure Ohio’s elections. 

 

Do not ask Ohio gun owners to accept a constitutional amendment 

that does not protect every lawful vote. 

 

Fix H.J.R. 9. 

 

Require photo ID for every ballot, or vote no. 

 

For these reasons, Ohio Gun Owners respectfully but firmly urges 

this Committee to amend H.J.R. 9 to require photo ID for every 

form of voting in Ohio, including absentee mail-in ballots. 

 

Unless and until that happens, Ohio Gun Owners opposes H.J.R. 9. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
Chris Dorr, Executive Director 
Ohio Gun Owners 


