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Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Juanita Brent, esteemed members
of the House General Government Committee, and hardworking legislative staff:

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Michelle Wilcox, and | am a board
member for the League of Women Voters of Ohio. | also have significant experience
running elections as an elections official in Auglaize County. Today | am here on behalf of
our dues-paying members, who live in every state Senate District and nearly every Ohio
House District. Our nonpartisan voter education programs reach more than 1 million
Ohioans each year.

The League of Women Voters of Ohio has long championed policies for election security
and integrity. As early as the 1940s, we began advocating for changes to balloting that
would ensure fairness to all candidates as well as recounting protocols for close elections.
We were one of the first to champion Ohio’s bipartisan system of election planning,
administration, and oversight. In more recent history, we were able to secure election
administration plans and post election audits through a legal settlement after the 2004
election.

We supported SB 52, sponsored by Chair Gavaronne, that modernized the physical and
cyber security protocols for Ohio’s 88 county Boards of Elections. We also supported
recent legislative changes to require that voter registration systems and on-demand
ballot printers be tested and certified by the state of Ohio.

We firmly agree with Secretary LaRose, past Secretaries of State of both parties, and the
federal agencies tasked with election integrity that Ohio’s elections are secure and
accurate. Similarly, we agree with Secretary LaRose that voter fraud is “exceedingly rare,’
which is why we are disappointed that the Ohio General Assembly attempting to ram
through SJR10. If you want to truly make elections both more secure and more accessible,
this body would slow down for more deliberate discussions.



The Ohio Constitution is sacred, ad the League has regularly opposed amendments to the
Constitution when we didn’t think it was a proper vehicle. Election laws need to be
updated and modernized regularly, and the Constitutional Amendment process doesn’t
allow for such nimble flexiblity. However, if you are committed to the Constitutional
Amendment process, we suggest several improvements.

The first would be to provide free state IDs and driver’s licenses from the BMV in this
policy so that no Ohio citizen is left out of the voting process, because they cannot afford
ID. While voters may incur other expenses when gathering their backing documents to
prove their identity and citizenship status, the explicit provision of free State IDs and
Drivers Licenses avoids any accusation that voter ID could be considered a poll tax.

Second, would be to clarify and improve access for Ohio’s veterans. This amendment
should make it 100% clear that digital IDs from the US Veteran Administration count.
SJR10refers to it both as a “document” and a “card,” but US Veteran IDs are only digital.
Why cement in language into the Ohio Constitution that is already out of date?

In the near future, it’s conceivable that other forms of identification outlined in SJR10,
such as passports or drivers licenses, could also become digital. Flexibility should be built
in to allow digital identification, as that will likely be necessary.

This body should improve voting access for veterans by fixing an unintentional negative
consequence that the Ohio General Assembly made when passing Ohio’s current voter ID
law, SB458. We hear from veterans every election, especially elderly veterans, who use
their county Veteran ID for everything, because they don’t drive anymore. Veterans, who
served our country so bravely, may not voting anymore, because their government-issued
photo ID of choice is no longer accepted. To create greater flexibility, | encourage this
body to add IDs created by county government, as long as they meet certain criteria:
expiration date, photo, solid protocols for verifying identity, etc.

The League would also like the chance to pushback on misinformation and fearmongering
regarding the absentee voting process. In Ohio, absentee voting is secured through a
combination of identity verification, ballot tracking, bipartisan oversight, physical security
measures, and post-election audits. Voting absentee is the only voting method that
requires avoter to prove their identity twice: first when they request the ballot and then
when it is returned. If election officials cannot verify a voter’s identify during the request
process, they will not receive a ballot. If election officials cannot verify the voter’s identify
after the ballot is returned, the ballot will not be counted.



Changing this process would likely disenfranchise countless senior citizens, people with
disabilities, rural Ohioans, and others who do not have the capability of making
photocopies. This major policy change would also create additional, unnecessary strain for
county Boards of Elections and require additional funding. Boards of Elections would need
to purchase new equipment, print new forms and envelopes, spend more staff time
processing absentee requests and ballots, provide additional staff training, update their
websites, change their election administration plans, and launch voter education
campaigns. Lastly, the absentee process is complicated and shouldn’t be rushed, placing
this substantial change could easily create additional election policy and administration
problems that need to be addressed through another Constitutional Amendment.

The great news is that, as the result of already having some of the strongest voter ID laws
in the country, we don’t have to rush unnecessary changes to our Ohio Constitution. As
written, SJR10 is the worst of both worlds—it’s a hastily drafted Constitutional
Amendment that solves no new problems and fixes none of the old ones. Please table
SJR10.

You can contact me to discuss this legislation or other good government matters further
at mwilcox@Iwvohio.org or 419-234-0678.

Thank you.

The League of Women Voters of Ohio was formed in May 1920 out of Ohio’s woman suffrage
movement. The League is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and
active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy
issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.
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