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Good morning, Chair Ray, Vice Chair LaRe, Ranking Member Brent, and members of the 

committee. I’m Spencer Dirrig, and I serve as Vice President of Government Affairs for the 

Ohio Environmental Council Action Fund. I testified against this resolution in the Senate just a 

few days ago, so I won’t re-argue it today.  

Last week, three amendments to this resolution were offered on the Senate floor. Every one 

was killed by a motion to table, which, by rule, cannot be debated. The majority didn’t out-

argue these ideas. They voted to avoid the discussion entirely, on a permanent change to our 

constitution. Each motion to table carried 23 to 8, shutting down debate.1 So I'd like to use 

my time to put the issues the Senate ignored back on the table. 

First, the free-ID amendment, offered by Sen. Blackshear. If the state requires a government 

document to vote, it shouldn’t come with a price tag. A free state ID is secured under Ohio 

law today, just like voter ID.2 But, this resolution moves the requirement into the constitution 

and leaves the free part behind, where a future legislature can repeal it. 

Second, the flexibility amendment, offered by Sen. Smith. This resolution freezes a narrow 

list of acceptable IDs into the constitution itself.3 A student ID doesn’t count. A county ID 

doesn’t count. A veterans ID that lapsed last year doesn’t count. To change that list for any 

reason, you’d need another statewide vote. Sen. Smith’s amendment simply kept that 

reasonable flexibility where it is now — with the legislature. 

Third, the security amendment, offered by Sen. DeMora. The sponsors say this is about 

making sure voters are who they say they are. His amendment would have authorized secure, 

government-linked electronic verification as an approved option. Under this resolution, more 

secure digital or biometric verification couldn’t be added for in-person voting... without 

another statewide vote.  

The House can still step up where the Senate would not: debate these ideas out loud. Give 

these provisions real consideration before you advance a permanent change to our 

constitution. 

If you ignore these concerns, you’re telling Ohioans that their ability to exercise the 

fundamental right to vote wasn’t worth slowing down to get right. The OEC Action Fund urges 

 
1 Senate Journal, Wednesday, June 3, 2026, pp. 1814–1817. 
2 Ohio law currently provides a no-fee state identification card (H.B. 458, 2023) 
3  Sub. S.J.R. No. 10, 136th General Assembly, proposed Section 5, Article V, Ohio Constitution — divisions 
(A), (B), and (C). 



you to reject Substitute Senate Joint Resolution 10. Thank you. I’m happy to answer any 

questions. 
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