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Chair Ray, and members of the House General Government Committee, thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to testify today on Senate Joint Resolution 10, a
commonsense measure to place the requirement to provide a government-issued photo (D
to vote in our elections into our constitution.

Before the enactment of House Bill 458 of the 134" General Assembly with language |
authored to require a photo ID to vote, any person could show a random bank statement or
utility bill to cast a ballot. Obviously, that is a terrible way to secure elections because it’s
easy to forge a document like a bill and doesn’t really prove you are who you say you are,
only has name and address, and doesn’t even have a signature on it. Now if you don’t have
an ID, the law says you will get one for free.

Since House Bill 458 was enacted, our state now has one of the strongest photo ID laws in
the country. SIR 10 before us today continues that work by ensuring we continue to have
the highest standards in order to vote and that a government-issued photo ID is the default
in Ohio elections. Why? Because at the core of our Republic is the ability of citizens to
participate in their government, something our founding fathers considered to be of the
upmost importance nearly 250 years ago. This holds true today. The vast majority of voters
agree too, with a recent poll showing 86% of Ohioans supporting photo ID requirements.
This includes 99% of Republicans and 69% of Democrats. Rarely do we see an
overwhelming majority of both major political parties agree on an issue. Participating in our
elections is a critical function of being an American and | want every American citizen to be
able to exercise that right. This is a core reason why presenting a photo ID belongs in the
constitution.

Amending our constitution should never be taken lightly. It is of course the document at the
basis for which society functions. So amendments should be reserved for changes of the
upmost importance to our Republic. Senate Joint Resolution 10 overwhelmingly fits that.
And the General Assembly will not have the final say in the matter before us today, rather




that will be left up to the voters who will have the opportunity to present their ID and vote
on the amendment to enshrine voter ID in our constitution.

Proving who you are by presenting a photo ID to cast a vote is not a high bar to climb and it
was upheld by the courts, and since enacting Senate Bill 458, we haven’t seen the voter
drop-off that opponents kept predicting. In the last two gubernatorial primaries, 2018 and
2022, turnout was 20.8% and 21%. In the 2026 gubernatorial primary — the first since Ohio’s
photo ID law took effect, voter turnout was 22.6%. Again, the drop-off that was predicted
never occurred.

In her testimony, my Joint-Sponsor Senator Timken highlighted the terrible situation that
happened in Virginia. If you are not familiar, Virginia had passed and enacted a law
requiring photo ID to vote, however, after several years in law that included surviving a
federal legal challenge, Virginia repealed the law after one seat in the General Assembly
flipped. As Senator Timken put it, we can’t leave a core of our democracy to legislative
chance.

By putting this into the Ohio Constitution, we would be joining North Carolina, Arkansas,
Missouri, Wisconsin, and Mississippi with constitutional voter ID provisions. in addition,
more states are looking to consider constitutional amendments for Photo ID this year.

At the end of the day, SJR 10 is a widely popular measure that looks to further ensure the
long-term security of our elections and enhance voter confidence. let’s get this Resolution
before the voters this November to let them make their voices heard, which | am confident
will be a resounding vote in support.

Chair Ray, thank you for the chance to testify on behalf of Senate Joint Resolution 10, and |
am ready to answer any questions members may have.



