State Representative Bernie Willis

House District 74

Sponsor Testimony — House Bill 223

May 13,2025

Chairman Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey, and members of the House
Government Oversight committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on House Bill 223.

This bill is straightforward but meaningful: it ensures that any United States or Ohio flag
purchased by a state agency or political subdivision is made in the United States. Our flags are
powerful symbols of our nation's values, our history, and the sacrifices made to defend our
freedoms. They deserve to be made by American hands.

By requiring that these flags be manufactured domestically, we reaffirm our commitment to
American workers and uphold the integrity of the very symbols that represent our unity and
sovereignty. It’s a simple matter of respect—for our country, for our state, and for the people who
build and protect them.

I want to thank Representative Mathews for his leadership and support on this bill. I respectfully
ask for your support on this commonsense, pro-American legislation, and I welcome any
questions you may have.



