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Tom Young
State Representative

Chairman Hall, Vice Chari Ferguson, and Ranking Member Humphrey, and fellow members of
the House Government Oversight Committee, thank you for allowing me to testify in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 14, which urges the Baseball Writers’ Association of America and
the National Baseball Hall of Fame to include Peter Edward “Pete” Rose on the Hall of Fame
ballot.

The case for Pete Rose’s rightful place in the Baseball Hall of Fame is written in records that
may never be broken. I was there, sitting in section 319 at Riverfront Stadium on September 11,
1985, when he crushed his 4,192 career hit, erasing Ty Cobb’s name from the top of the record
book. This moment was more than a statistical milestone; it was the ultimate culmination of
effort and will.

Pete’s story isn't just a record book—it's a masterclass in relentless effort, a testament to what a
young athlete can achieve with an unshakeable will. Earning the nickname “Charlie Hustle,”
Pete was the...

e All-time leader in hits, at bats, and games played,
e Only player to be an All-Star at five different positions and the
e Only player to play over 500 games at five different positions

What does that tell you? It tells you that he committed himself completely—ready to be
whatever his team needed, whenever they needed it. To every young person dreaming of
greatness, remember this: Versatility is a weapon, and effort is the currency of champions. Never
settle for what you can do; focus on what you are capable of achieving and aim high.

The journey of Pete Rose, like any great life, is not without its shadows. We know the history.
We know the mistakes that led to a painful exclusion from the game he loved. But his story
doesn't end there. It culminates in redemption!

On May 13, 2025, MLB Commissioner Rob Manfred announced the decision that permanent
ineligibility to the game of baseball ends with the death of the disciplined player. After, his
passing, Pete Rose was finally reinstated to Major League Baseball.

The irony here is that one of Ohio’s greatest legends endured a decades-long exclusion from the
game he loved, because he participated in an act that now is generating both widespread support
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and a significant source of tax revenue across the state. We hope to make sense of this contrast
by clearing a path for one of Ohio’s most famous sons to receive the honor he is due.

With this resolution, we urge the Baseball Writers’ Association of America and the Classic
Baseball Era Committee to include Pete Rose on the next Hall of Fame ballot. Not just to honor a
player, but to honor the most inspirational message any young person can receive: Hustle,
perseverance, and the belief that it is not our mistakes that define us, but our character in
responding to them.
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