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House Bill 542 – Sponsor Testimony 

 

Chair Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey and distinguished members of the 

House Government Oversight Committee, thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide 

testimony for House Bill 542. This bill will require that pregnancy outcomes be reported to the 

Department of Rehabilitation and Corrections. The goal of this legislation is to understand the severity 

of adverse pregnancy outcomes, such as stillbirths. In 2023, there were 700 pregnancies reported in 

prisons across the nation and 6% of those pregnancies ended in miscarriages.1 This bill is a pivotal first 

step to addressing the lack of adequate healthcare in our state’s prison system. 

The DRC currently requires deaths in Ohio’s prisons to be reported, and this bill will ensure that 

pregnancy outcomes are included in this requirement, so that we may understand if we are failing to 

provide adequate prenatal care to Ohio’s incarcerated population. This data will need to be submitted 

from state, county, and municipal correctional facilities to the DRC before the end of each year.  

In January of 2024, a stillbirth occurred inside a Cuyahoga County correctional facility. The 

incarcerated individual was 17 weeks pregnant at the time. She had spent hours pleading for help, 

screaming in pain, and demanding medical attention. The nurse on duty neglected to provide proper 

medical care, and it took the facility several hours to declare a medical emergency. At that point, it was 

too late, and her pregnancy could not be saved. The stillbirth occurred due to a preventable infection.  

We believe there are many other cases of adverse pregnancy outcomes in Ohio’s prisons because of 

inadequate health care. We need prisons to report this data so that stillbirths are not overlooked or 

ignored. It is our ethical responsibility to ensure that healthy babies are born in Ohio, regardless of the 

mother’s incarceration status. I urge your support for this bill, and I am willing to answer any questions 

you may have. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 
1 https://bjs.ojp.gov/document/mhppop23.pdf 
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