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Good afternoon, Chairman Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey, 

members of the Ohio House Government Oversight Committee. Thank you for the 

opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 542 today. I would also like to thank 

my joint sponsor, Representative Upchurch, for helping to advance this bipartisan 

legislation. 

In January of 2024, Linda Acoff, an inmate at the Cuyahoga County Jail, was 

miscarrying in her cell. For five hours, she lay on the floor of her cell, screaming, crying, and 

dripping blood on to the floor: the only help that was offered was from a nurse who offered 

her sanitary napkins and Tylenol. Acoff only got the medical attention she needed when her 

cellmate flagged down a jailor, who declared a medical emergency and helped Acoff, who 

was very visibly in pain, off on a stretcher. By then, her baby had died due to an untreated 

infection inside her uterus. While this disturbing story raised many questions and worries 

about outcomes for pregnant inmates, perhaps the most fundamental question is what 

happens to pregnant inmates in Ohio jails? 

As of now, we don’t have a clear understanding of what happens to pregnant 

inmates in Ohio jails. That’s where House Bill 528 comes in. This bill would require every 

municipal, county, and state correctional facility to report the outcome of each pregnancy 

for incarcerated individuals to the ODRC every year. While this bill is extraordinarily simple 
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in what it does, the data it gives us empowers us as legislators to protect the lives of unborn 

children, being born under the purview and care of our state. 

Unborn lives are just as valuable inside our prison system as they are on the outside. 

With HB 528, we can begin to understand what kind of care Ohio’s correctional facilities 

are providing to pregnant inmates—and the kinds of outcomes those facilities are 

producing. The data gathered from this bill will be an important first step in ensuring that all 

of Ohio’s unborn children have the chance at a healthy, safe birth. 

Thank you again Chairman Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey, 

members of the Ohio House Government Oversight Committee. I appreciate the 

opportunity to testify before you today and I welcome any questions you may have.  
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