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Representative Gary Click - HB 320 Sponsor Testimony: 5.18.2026 

 

Chairman Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey, and Members 

of the House Government Oversight Committee, thank you for allowing us to 

provide sponsor testimony for House Bill 320 today. 

 

I’m grateful to partner with Representative Lear on House Bill 320 to streamline 

fairness, equity, and integrity in Ohio’s primary election process.  

 

The goal of HB 320 is to ensure equity, integrity, and honesty in Ohio’s primaries. 

Partisan primaries serve a purpose in the election process that is different from that 

of the general election. That purpose should not be easily thwarted.  

 

While all voters do not fall conveniently into a binary choice of Republican and 

Democrat, these are the two major parties in America. While I am also glad that we 

can often find common ground and run bipartisan legislation such as Ranking 

Member Humphrey and I have in HB 268, the fact remains that there are also 

different world views and party platforms represented by each. I may have 

summed it up best during freshman orientation in 2020 when I spoke to a colleague 

on the other side of the aisle and said, “There are some things that you and I will 

never agree on but I’m sure that there are some things that we will. Let’s start there 

and work our way out.”  

 

I carried similar legislation in the prior general assembly, and I know that you did 

as well Chairman Hall. There were essentially two types of legitimate pushbacks 

that we received. The first was the question about independent voters and the other 

was simply questioning what type of problem we are trying to resolve.  

 

The first question about independent voters is understandable. HB 320 does not 

make party registration immutable.  According to our legislation, an independent 

voter may change their registration 30 days before an election to reflect the 

primary that they wish to vote in. If there is a more equitable means of achieving 

equity for the truly independent voter, I am open to dialogue.  
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While many of us can recall Rush Limbaugh’s Operation Chaos in 2008, which 

was designed to elongate the battle between Hillary Clinton and Barak Obama, I 

can look back less than a month ago to our own primaries. Folks were scheming 

online to rally support for a candidate on the opposite side of the aisle that they 

believed had a better chance of defeating in the general election.  

 

Additionally, party elections take place during a primary for local and state central 

committees. Since most precincts are small, this permits one party to meddle in 

another party’s precinct’s elections.   

 

These are the types of interference that I warned about with HB 210 in the 135th 

General Assembly.   

 

Informed voters are familiar with each party’s basic platform and approach to 

governance on the big issues. However, when one party has an uncontested 

candidate while the other is still sorting through the process, there is a temptation 

to raid the opponent’s primary simply to spoil the process.  

 

Below is a list of other states and their process for reference.  

 

Closed Primary Semi-closed Primary Open Primary 

Connecticut 

Delaware 

Florida 

Kentucky 

Nevada 

New Jersey 

New Mexico 

New York 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania 

West Virginia 

Wyoming 

 

Arizona  

Colorado  

Iowa  

Kansas  

Maine  

Maryland  

Massachusetts  

New Hampshire  

North Carolina  

Oklahoma  

Rhode Island  

South Dakota  

Utah 

Alabama  

Arkansas  

Georgia  

Hawaii  

Illinois   

Indiana  

Michigan  

Minnesota  

Mississippi  

Missouri  

North Dakota  

Ohio  

South Carolina  

Tennessee  

Texas  

Vermont  

Virginia  

Wisconsin 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

California and Washington have jungle primaries where the top two vote getters 

proceed regardless of party. Alaska uses rank choice voting with the top four 

candidates proceeding to the general election. In Louisiana, if no one reaches 50% 

the top two advance in a runoff election.  

 

Election integrity is essential in all elections. The manipulation of primary results 

needs to be addressed to assure bipartisan fairness in the election process. Closed 

primaries ensure fairness for all.  

 

Chairman Thomas and members of the Government Oversight Committee, thank 

you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on this important bill.  

 

Thank you for your kind attention. We are happy to answer your questions.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

State Representative Gary Click 

District 88 

 

 


