Ohio State Representative Beth Lear

61 Ohio House District

MEMORANDUM

To: House Government Oversight Committee
From: State Representative Beth Lear

Re: Sponsor Testimony for House Bill 320

Chairman Hall, Vice Chair Ferguson, Ranking Member Humphrey, and members of the House
Government Oversight Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony
on House Bill 320 with my joint sponsor, Representative Click. He has laid a good foundation. I
will expand specifically on the reasons we need this before our next primary.

Samuel Ronan — a known Democrat, tried to primary Congressman Carey in this 2026 primary.
A federal judge ruled that Ronan lied about being a Republican, according to news articles,'
based upon his campaign website platform supporting universal health care, plus his views
concerning immigration and the border, which included abolishing ICE. He also ran previously
as a Democrat for the Ohio House and for Chair of the US Democratic National Committee.

Ronan himself had said, “Leftists need to infiltrate Republican spaces and primary them”.?

Representative Click touched on “Operation Chaos”, a Republican plan to mess with the 2008
Democratic primary. Another Ohio example is when, in 2022, national groups like the Daily Kos
urged “As many Ohio Democrats as possible must request a Republican ballot on May 3™ and
back State Senator Matt Dolan for Ohio Senate, and incumbent Governor Mike Dewine in their

Twww.springfieldnewssun.com/local/elections/election-2026-rep-carey-challenger-ronan-kicked-off-gop-
primary-ballot/article_438f94ef-c9de-4a56-8437-a1bcf904ad91.html
2 www.courthousenews.com/supreme-court-keeps-former-dnc-candidate-off-ohio-gop-primary-ballot/



GOP primary matchups”.? This plan was pushed on April 21, 2022 — less than 2 weeks before the
primary.

While on the campaign trail this past year, just one of my volunteers encountered nearly a dozen
“registered” Republicans who stated they were not interested in Republican information since
they were Democrats and only voted in Republican primaries to “screw with” Republican
outcomes.

Importantly, HB 320 does not prevent any eligible Ohioan from voting in a primary or a general
election. Rather, it preserves the integrity of the nominating process for political parties while
maintaining every voter’s right to fully participate in our electoral system. It’s time to end the
shenanigans.

I would also like to note that this legislation has received support from organizations advocating
for election integrity and stronger party accountability, including Turning Point Action.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on HB 320. We would be happy to answer any
questions from the committee.

3 www.dailykos.com/stories/2022/4/21/2093184/community/Ohio-Democrats-Must-Back-GOP-s-Dolan-and-
DeWine-on-May-3rd-Primary/



