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Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the 

House Health Committee, my name is Kezia Ofosu Atta. I am the Director of Advocacy 

for the American Lung Association in Ohio. The Lung Association is the nation’s oldest 

voluntary public health organization, with a mission to save lives by 

improving lung health and preventing lung disease through research, education and 

advocacy, representing more than 34 million Americans living with lung disease 

including more than 1.8 million Ohioans. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 257, which provides important 

patient protections to shield patients from the negative impact of medical debt by limiting 

the interest rate on medical debt to 3% per annum, prohibiting healthcare providers and 

collection agencies from reporting medical debt to consumer reporting agencies, and 

preventing the garnishment of personal earnings for medical debt incurred after the bill’s 

effective date. The American Lung Association strongly supports this bill as an integral 

way to address the burden of medical debt on people with lung disease and other health 

conditions in Ohio. 

 

House Bill 257 provides reasonable protections to shield patients from the negative 

impact of medical debt. One in twelve adults in the US, or nearly 20 million people, owe 

some form of medical debt, despite the coverage options and protections currently in 

place.1 In Ohio alone, approximately 810,000 individuals report having medical debt in a 

given year.2 A further three in ten adults in the US who do not already have medical 

debt are unable to unexpectedly pay a $500 bill without borrowing money and are 

vulnerable to falling into debt.3  

 

The consequences of medical debt are overwhelming, particularly for patients with 

health conditions.4 Patients and families are often forced to forgo other necessities in 

order to manage their debt, including basic household needs like utilities, rent or 



 

 

mortgage and food, to get care and manage their health conditions.5 Patients with 

medical debt may also delay or avoid healthcare in order to make ends meet, which can 

worsen health outcomes for patients with chronic lung disease.6  

 

The burden of medical debt is not equally distributed: Black and Hispanic adults and 

women are disproportionately more likely than their white and male counterparts to 

report having fallen into medical debt.7 Medical debt is also more likely to impact low- 

and middle-income adults and those without health insurance.8 An estimated 47% of 

patients with cancer and cancer survivors, including lung cancer, carry medical debt 

related to their cancer.9 Action is needed to address the severe and unequal burden of 

medical debt in the US.  

 

The American Lung Association strongly supports House Bill 257 and thanks the Ohio 

General Assembly for their continued commitment to the health and wellbeing of the 

residents of Ohio. We encourage swift action to move the bill out of the House Health 

Committee and passage by the General Assembly. 
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