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Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the Ohio House 

Health Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill 162. I serve as the Vice 

President of the Ohio Children’s Hospital Association (OCHA) and have the privilege of 

representative Ohio’s six children’s hospitals across the state. We partner closely with the Ohio 

Hospital Association (OHA), Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA), Ohio Chapter of the 

American Academy of Pediatics (OhioAAP), and work together to support public policy discussions 

impacting the healthcare community.  

 

We appreciate the sponsor’s willingness to meet with us on this issue. Frustrations raised concerning 

guardian access to online patient portals for adolescents are deeply concerning and we agree this 

needs to be remedied. It is important to note these circumstances appear to reflect information 

technology challenges, particularly among providers who are not regularly and exclusively caring for 

minors. As proponents have already pointed out, hospital providers notified of the problem are 

already working with their IT vendors to have this corrected.  

 

While we support the goals of HB 162, we respectfully request Section B, lines 21-43, be removed. 

This section goes far beyond the intended goal of the legislation: to ensure full access to parents and 

guardians as allowed by law and to reduce the burden on parents to obtain that access.  

 

Section B requires any provider who has every cared for a minor to provide annual information to 

parents and guardians on Ohio’s mature minor laws and to enable minors to give their parents access 

to that confidential information in perpetuity. We share the following concerns with this approach: 

 

1. While intended to be information delivered at a child’s well check visit, the language clearly 

states this is for any provider who sees any minor, age 0-17. This would be immensely 

complicated for providers to roll out and cause unnecessary burden for parents at their 

appointments.  

2. Patient portal access is not transferable among providers so if a minor decided to give their 

parents access to confidential information with one provider, it would not result in a parent 



being able to access that information with another provider, causing further confusion and 

frustration.  

3. This requirement creates scenarios where providers are having to share information about 

health care services they do not provide.  

 

We appreciate the sponsor’s goal to ensure minors and guardians are fully informed on health care 

services available to them without parental consent. We support working with all interested parties to 

develop thoughtful approaches to how and when this information is communicated. However, given 

our deep logistical concerns with the consequences of implementing Section B, we ask HB 162 be 

amended to remove these lines and prevent further information sharing confusion for families in 

Ohio.  

 

I would be happy to answer any questions and thank you for your time. 

 


