Proponent Testimony HB 253

Chair Schmidt, Vice-Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and esteemed members of
the House Health Committee, | am submitting testimony in support of HB 253 “License
Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapists.”

My name is Daniel Thacker. | am one of two practicing Advanced Practice
Respiratory Therapists (APRT) . | am currently practicing at the Veterans Affairs Maryland
Health Care System in Baltimore, Maryland. | have been working as an APRT since January
2024. Currently, | am working within the sleep medicine clinic at the VA, a Division of
Pulmonary and Sleep Medicine. Through my education, | am able to diagnose and treat
sleep-related disorders such as obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), narcolepsy, restless leg
syndrome, and more. | am collaborating with other sleep providers such as physicians and
nurse practitioners. Through my time at the VA Medical Center | have seen the need for
APRTs. Beyond just sleep medicine, there is a need for APRTs in all aspects of the
cardiopulmonary realm of the healthcare system.

HB 253, in my opinion, would be beneficial to many citizens of Ohio. Introducing
APRTSs to the healthcare system of Ohio would help fill the need of pulmonology providers.
As a pulmonary provider, working under a supervising physician, APRTs could help the
shortage of current and future providers. A white paper by Merritt Hawkins Associates,
“Physician Supply Considerations: The Emerging Shortage of Medical Specialists”
indicates pulmonologists are the most in-demand medical specialists with the most job
openings. Of note, 73% of pulmonologists in the field today are 55 years of age or older.
Unfortunately, this will create an even larger need for more pulmonary providers. The
passage of HB 253 will address this need for more pulmonary providers in allowing APRTs
to help fill this gap.

HB 253 will create a role for APRT but will not create an independent practice for
APRTs. An APRT will practice under a supervising physician that must be on-site during an
APRT’s practice. Also, this bill will not negate or edit the practice of other advanced
practice providers, such as nurse practitioners and physician assistants. The APRT will also
not be as vast as other advanced practice providers, as the APRT will only be practicingin
the fields of pulmonary, cardiopulmonary, critical care, and sleep. Thus, the APRT will not
be working in general practice or areas where independent practicingis indicated.

In summary, | strongly endorse the passage of HB 253. | speak from experience
when | say an APRT can make a lasting difference to a patient’s life and health. | have
limited experience as an APRT, but over 11 years experience as a respiratory therapist.



Before becoming an APRT, | saw first hand the need for an advanced practice provider with
a respiratory care background. Providing patients with a specialized provider can be
beneficial to not only the patients but to the healthcare system as a whole. Shortening the
tength of time patients can be seen by increasing the amount of providers, by introducing
APRTSs into the mix, could quite literally save the lives of many Ohioans. Thank you for
allowing me the opportunity to provide testimony in support for HB 253.
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