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Proponent Testimony HB 253

Chair Schmidt, Vice-Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and esteemed members of the House
Health Committee, the Ohio Society for Respiratory Care appreciates the opportunity to testify today in
support of HB 253 “License Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapists.”

My name is Georgianna Sergakis, and | am a Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) and faculty member
at The Ohio State University. | am also the Program Director of the educational program to prepare the
Advanced Practice Respiratory Therapist (APRT). | have been engaged as a faculty member at the
university since 1998. | have also been actively engaged at the national level in service to the American
Association for Respiratory Care (AARC) in several roles, which include the AARC Education Section Chair
and as previous Vice-President for External Affairs.

| was on the team that developed the program at The Ohio State University. | was also on an early
committee that developed the draft of the educational accreditation standards. Early discussions of the
program at Ohio State and the need for APRTs began with our OSU RT Advisory Committee as early as
2007. We conducted a needs assessment for the APRT in 2012, and subsequently published the results
that demonstrated a need and interest in the APRT. This positive support gleaned from the needs
assessment led us to continue the program development for the APRT. We were granted approval
from several University, School and State Committees, including the Chancellor’s Council on Graduate
Studies which was followed by approval by Ohio Chancellor in December of 2017.

The program has been carefully developed to address the need for advanced practice providers that
specialize in cardiopulmonary care. We submitted a Letter of Intent for accreditation in 2019, which
was followed by a site visit by our accreditation agency. We then received “Advanced Practice
Respiratory Therapist” accreditation from the Commission for the Accreditation of Respiratory Care
(CoARC) in December of 2019. The first student cohort was admitted to this program in January 2020.
Students received clinical education under the mentorship of pulmonary and critical care physician
faculty at The OSU Wexner Medical Center and Nationwide Children’s Hospital.

This bill does not impact current scope of licensed RCPs in Ohio but adds an optional “clinical ladder”
advancement for the RCP, just as the Advanced Practice Nurse is a “clinical ladder” advancement for the
registered nurse. Until the development of the APRT program, there were not options for talented and
motivated RCPs to advance their education clinically without leaving the profession to become and NP
or PA. With the APRT program, these talented individuals do not need to start over, spending thousands
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of additional dollars on tuition, or repeat content on assessment and evaluation of the cardiopulmonary
patient. This new APRT role builds on current licensed RCP competencies to assess, recommend, and
provide cardiopulmonary diagnostics and treatment. APRT licensing is needed in Ohio. Respiratory care
professionals (RCPs) have been licensed in the State of Ohio since 1990. We also believe that the APRT
will help to attract individuals to the profession of Respiratory Therapy. The opportunity to advance
within the profession has been a very successful tool to recruit to RT, which is right now facing a crisis in
staffing. In addition, there are staffing shortages projected that will also be addressed through licensing
the APRT.

Staffing shortages that fail to address the current demand for cardiopulmonary medical care remain a
void that needs to be filled. Providing RRTs with the skill set and education needed to function as an
APRT will allow hospitals and physician groups to expand their clinical programs and provide much
needed patient support for those with cardiopulmonary issues. The use of non-physician advanced
practice providers has become a common solution for expanding access to medical care in Ohio. Many
current advanced practice providers work in general care, emergency departments, urgent cares,
surgical care as their training is more global in scope. The APRT offers a niche expertise that would
support pulmonary, critical care and sleep physicians in adult and pediatric settings. We believe APRTs
can enhance the care of physicians specifically trained to care for cardiopulmonary patients, providing
them with a specialized advanced practice provider to assist them in caring for their patients.

This bill’s passage will address the current and future healthcare needs of Ohioans who will continue to
require access to specialized care to treat the following conditions which will only increase with our
aging population: COPD, Asthma, Occupational Lung Disease, Lung Cancer, Pulmonary Fibrosis,
Pulmonary Hypertension, Sleep-related disorders, Pneumonia, Respiratory Failure and Post-acute lung
damage.

We are not seeking, nor does this bill create “independent practice” for respiratory therapists. Of note,
recently, the Veteran’s Administration Maryland Health Care System (VAMHCS) approved the hiring of
APRTs to address its shortage of pulmonary and sleep physicians. The VAMHCS is a federal entity which
hires health care providers independent of state licensure.

| strongly recommend that the House Health Services Provider Committee support HB 253 as
introduced to license advanced practice respiratory therapists. Thank you Chair Schmidt and members
of the committee for the opportunity to provide testimony.

Sincerely,
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Georgianna Sergakis, PhD, RRT, RCP, AE-C, FAARC, FNAP

Professor-Clinical, Program Director, Respiratory Therapy
School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences, College of Medicine, The Ohio State University, sergakis.3@osu.edu



