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Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, and members of the House Health Committee: 

My name is John Stover, and I serve as President of Ohio Value Voters, an organization 
that promotes the values of Faith, Life, Family, and Religious Freedom. Since our 
founding in 2007, our mission has been to educate, inform, and influence voters and 
elected officials in the state of Ohio. We are independent of any political party, 
religious denomination, or political action committee, and are registered as a 501(c)(4) 
organization. 

Ohio Value Voters strongly supports House Bill 172 and urges this committee to advance 
the bill to the House Floor for a vote. 

In December 2024, the General Assembly passed House Bill 8, the Parents' Bill of Rights, 
which was signed into law by the Governor and took effect on April 9, 2025. Section 
3313.473 of the Ohio Revised Code requires that school districts:  

“Promptly notify a student's parent of any substantial change in the student's services, 
including counseling services, or monitoring related to the student's mental, emotional, or 
physical health or well-being or the school's ability to provide a safe and supportive 
learning environment for the student. The policy shall specify in what manner a student's 
parent will be notified of any substantial change in the student's services.”   

However, in March 2025, the Governor announced a statewide initiative known as the 
Mobile Response and Stabilization Service (MRSS), which utilizes the 988 suicide 
hotline to assist youth in crisis. Within this program, the Ohio Department of Mental 
Health and Addiction Services (OMHAS) references Ohio Revised Code 5122.04 – 
“Outpatient services for minors without knowledge or consent of parent or guardian” 
(see page 9, section “G Consent,” of the MRSS Final Practice Standards 2.0). 

By relying on ORC 5122.04, OMHAS allows minors aged 14 and older to receive mental 
health services, including suicide intervention, without parental knowledge or consent. 
This directly conflicts with the intent of the Parents Bill of Rights, which guarantees parents 
the right to be informed about their child’s mental health and well-being. 

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.473/4-9-2025
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3313.473/4-9-2025
https://mrssohio.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MRSS-Final-Practice-Standards-2.0.pdf
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-5122.04
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-5122.04


Recognizing this contradiction, Senator Cirino and Senator Brenner have introduced 
Senate Bill 274 to repeal ORC 5122.04. 

Throughout the state, we have heard a common and reasonable question: 

“How can the General Assembly pass a Parents Bill of Rights and not repeal ORC 
5122.04?” 

For this reason, Ohio Value Voters respectfully urges the committee to pass House Bill 
172 and send it to the House Floor for a full vote. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
 
John Stover 
President, Ohio Value Voters 
 


