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Chairman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, and committee members, my name is Julia Valley. |
request that you support HB 172 and repeal ORC 5122.04. The current law jeopardizes
children’s well-being by allowing mental health care providers to treat children 14 and
older without parental knowledge.

Please, protect children by ensuring they will not receive mental health care without the
guidance and advocacy of parents. Health care providers have no business interfering
with parents in the care of their children, and the state has no right to allow it.

No health care provider can replace a parent.

Children aren’t equipped to make consequential decisions alone; and health care
providers, equipped only with knowledge in their field, are not equipped to make
decisions for other people’s kids. Training and experience as a mental health care
provider are no substitute for a parent’s intimate knowledge of the child or a parent’s
love.

Health care providers cannot be blindly trusted. Patients and their advocates must
discern and judge what is being offered. The training, the credentials, the titles
guarantee nothing. Children need parents’ guidance and advocacy. A child in crisis
especially needs the loving support of parents and their advocacy in the health care
setting.

And who pays the consequences of a health care provider’s actions? Not the provider; it
is the child and parents.

Please, protect children, by ensuring their parents will not be left out.

Please support HB 172 and repeal 5122.04.



