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Thank you, Chair Schmidt, and members of the committee for hearing my 
testimony today. My name is Linda Harvey and I am president of Mission 
America. I also serve on the board of Protect Ohio Children. 
 
Today I come to you asking that you vote in favor of referring House Bill 172 to 
the full House. It is way past time to repeal Ohio Revised Code 5122.04, 
because it has long been a violation of parental rights.  
 
Teens between the ages of 14 and 18 are still considered too young to vote or 
smoke. The younger ones cannot yet drive. They still need their parents in so, 
so many ways. And courts have long upheld the rights of parents to direct the 
upbringing of their children until they reach the age of majority. 
 
Yet, there are numerous examples of Ohio school districts instructing staff to 
refrain from disclosing to a parent a student’s intent to socially transition to 
the opposite sex, if the student does not wish a parent to know. Among those 
we know about are Bexley, Cincinnati, Olentangy, Brunswick, Parma, Hilliard 
and Kings Local. The ORC law 5122.04 that allows 6 sessions of counseling 
without parental knowledge opens the door for this and many other kinds of 
counseling malpractice. 
 
Actions like this have been taken by establishing a “gender support plan” 
approved by the school district and kept in a student's file, but not disclosed to 
parents unless the child consents. Such policies are even underway in a few 
middle schools, where students are generally ages 11 to 13.  
 
This action has been advocated by the American School Counselors 
Association, a far left progressive group that should not be advising school 
counselors. ASCA’s policy supports students being socially transitioned at 
school even if parents know nothing about it.  
 
So this reckless advice assures school counselors that it’s fine to withhold this 
critical information from parents. And even though the recently passed 
Parental Rights Law should eliminate this, in reality, this will still happen. We 
need to close this loophole both in school and outside of schools. 
 

https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Standards-Positions/Position-Statements/ASCA-Position-Statements/The-School-Counselor-and-Transgender-Gender-noncon#:~:text=School%20counselors%20work%20to%20safeguard%20the%20well-being%20of,their%20gender%20identity%20and%20gender%20expression.%20The%20Rationale
https://www.schoolcounselor.org/Standards-Positions/Position-Statements/ASCA-Position-Statements/The-School-Counselor-and-Transgender-Gender-noncon#:~:text=School%20counselors%20work%20to%20safeguard%20the%20well-being%20of,their%20gender%20identity%20and%20gender%20expression.%20The%20Rationale


 Anytime such an action is taken in violation of a family’s precious 
relationships and a parent's right to direct the mental health and upbringing 
of their child, that should be grounds for a lawsuit. And in fact, there are 
numerous lawsuits underway where schools have advised students to proceed 
with social gender “transition” without parental consent, but with disastrous 
results. See HERE, HERE, HERE  and HERE for just a few of the many examples 
that are emerging. 
 
In one California case, for instance, the lawsuit filed by the mom starts out by 
describing the horrific actions of school personnel: 
 
“Defendants, teachers and administrators at A.G.’s middle school, along with 
the school itself, secretly convinced A.G.—who was 11 years old at the time—
first, that she was bisexual and, later, that she was transgender—i.e., that her 
gender did not correspond with her biological sex. Despite the profound 
mental stress these actions inflicted on A.G., Defendants attempted to counsel 
A.G. themselves, without her mother’s involvement, instructing A.G. that she 
must not tell her mother, her closest confidant, about her new supposed 
gender identity.” https://libertycenter.org/wp-
content/uploads/2022/06/20220614_Konen_Complaint_HT_Final.pdf  
 
Fourteen, fifteen, sixteen year olds are still very impressionable, especially if 
they are going through a tough time. We all know some very promising teens 
of this age, but they still have developmental heights to reach. Let’s not give a 
tool to those who would manipulate and harm them, but let’s continue to 
honor the love and support that’s the hallmark of being a parent.  
 
I ask you to vote to repeal 5122.04. Thanks for hearing my testimony. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://newjerseymonitor.com/2025/07/11/angry-dad-takes-on-new-jerseys-school-guidance-protecting-transgender-students/
https://www.goldwaterinstitute.org/maine-mom-sues-school-board-for-hiding-childs-gender-transition/
https://fedsoc.org/commentary/fedsoc-blog/parental-rights-and-social-transitions-at-school-mead-v-rockford-public-school-district
https://adflegal.org/press-release/21-states-multiple-school-officials-urge-supreme-court-to-review-child-secret-social-transition-case/
https://libertycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/20220614_Konen_Complaint_HT_Final.pdf
https://libertycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/20220614_Konen_Complaint_HT_Final.pdf


THIS IS ALL PARENTAL RIGHTS LAW 
Non treatment for “gender-related condition” without parental consent 
 
Evaluate for underlying comorbidities including depression, anxiety, physical 
or sexual abuse 
 
School districts shall ensure that any sexuality content is age appropriate and 
developmentally appropriate 
 
Shall notify parents in advance of any sexuality instruction. Parents may opt 
child out. 
 
Promptly notify parents of any change in counseling services to a student. 
Parent shall still make decisions and have full access to records. 
 
School shall not encourage student to withhold such information from a 
parent 
  
Parent must authorize any health care service 
 
Does not apply to emergency services 
 
Parent may contact school officials with concerns 
 
No outside speakers on sexuality content in K to 3 grades 
 
Nothing prohibits mandatory reporting, requirements of a court order. 
 
Nothing prohibits career or academic counseling of a student during school 
day.  
 
“Sexuality content” does not mean sex ed, dating violence, or child abuse 
prevention ed 
Or incidental references to sexual topics 
 
A student’s mental health includes physical and emotional but also academic 
issues, expressions of suicide ideation, or confusion about gender. 
 
 


