
Dear Jean Schmidt and Rep Newman, 

Please approve HB 172 to ultimately get to the governor’s desk for approval. This is a 
commonsense bill allowing parents to oversee their children’s mental health along with all 
other areas of their child’s life.  I would want to know what is going on with my child if there 
are any issues. Parents are ultimately the caretakers for their children not schools, 
healthcare personnel or other officials.   

Children can be easily confused and taken in the wrong direction with nefarious people 
without being aware of it.  This would not be in line with our constitutional rights. The 
fourteenth amendment provides that no State shall “deprive any person of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law”. Within this framework the Supreme Court has firmly 
upheld “the fundamental right of parents to make decisions concerning the care, custody, 
and control of their children” Troxell v Granville, 530 U.S. 57, 67 (2000).  The fourteenth 
amendment protects the right of parents to make medical treatment decisions on behalf of 
their children, Parham v J.R., 442 U.S 584, 602 (1979) (“Our jurisprudence historically has 
reflected Western civilization concepts of the family as a unit with broad parent authority 
over minor children… Surely this included a “high duty” to recognize symptoms of illness 
and to seek and follow medical advice”). 

The law’s concept of the family rests on a presumption that parents possess what a child 
lacks in the maturity, experience and capacity for judgement required for making difficult 
decisions” Id it comes as no surprise then that the Court in Parham concluded that parents 
can and must make judgments about children’s need for medical care and treatment. Id. at 
603 (emphasis added).  

Parental consent is also important because it is designed to help parents understand the 
risks, the follow-up care that will be needed , symptoms to look for and when to call the 
doctor if something doesn’t seem right. 

I respectfully ask you to approve this bill and move it quickly as possible through the 
process to save our children. 

Sharon Madger 


