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Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the House Health Committee,
thank you for reading my written testimony today in support of Rep. Newman’s H.B. 172, to repeal ORC 5122.04.

As a school superintendent, | believe there should be common sense, congruence and consistency when it comes
to state law and school policy, which is why | support Rep Newman’s HB 172. Parents are primary caregivers, first
educators, and responsible for the care of their children. It is common sense that they should be informed and give
authorization for all mental health treatment administered to their children.

In the event of a student accident or iliness we have policies that require us to notify parents as soon as possible
and to contact parents immediately if the accident or illness indicates professional medical care is required, as we
should, and as we do! We have a board policy that requires us to develop-building procedures for dealing with
illness at school which ensure prompt attention to the child and proper communication with the parents. Further, we
have board policy that require, when a student becomes ill or injured at school, when it is necessary for the student
to be taken home, to a doctor, or to a hospital that the responsibility should be assumed by the parent, except in an
emergency when it is apparent that an ambulance or emergency medical service should be called immediately.
This requires us to acquire written consent from parents each year for emergency medical authorization. Why?
Because they are the parents and primary caregivers of their children. It is congruent and consistent then that we
handle mental health care in the same manner as we do for care in instances of accident or iliness.

| professionally recommend that this legislation draw a line of distinction between mental health professionals who
work with individuals to provide mental health services and guidance counselors doing general counseling of
students on personal, social, educational, and career development.

As | have researched this issue, | have found the common criticism is when there are concerns of child abuse,
particularly by the parent or guardian. However, school personnel are mandated reporters and must report abuse
or neglect to law enforcement officials. Through this process the school officials, law enforcement and family will
work together in providing proper mental health services for the student.

HB 172 establishes the parents’ role and responsibility in the care and upbringing of their children and addresses
situations of abuse that are common sense, congruent, and consistent with law and school policies. Parents
should be informed and give authorization for all medical health treatment administered to their children, including
mental health treatment.

Thank you, Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the House Health
Committee, for reading my written testimony today in support of Rep. Newman’s H.B. 172, to repeal ORC 5122.04.

Sincerely,

SN

Robert O'Leary

Superintendent, Vandalia-Butler City Schools
robert.oleary@vbcsd.com

Phone: 937-415-6415

500 South Dixie Dr.
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