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Wednesday, Oct. 22nd 
Ohio House Health Committee 

 
 
Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and Members of the House Health 
Committee, 
 
I’m Corrinne Vidales and serve as Legal Counsel for the Ohio Christian Education Network (OCEN), a 
network of over 200 Catholic and Evangelical Schools throughout the state. Beyond advocating for 
our member schools, a key value of the network is the protection of Parental Rights particularly in 
Schools. I’m here to encourage the committee to vote yes on HB 172. 
 
OCEN was a supporter of the original Parents’ Bill of Rights enacted earlier this year. HB 172 would 
close a loophole in the law that has negated the purpose of Parents’ Bill of Rights. That purpose was 
secure Parents’ ultimate authority in determining the upbringing and education of their children. 
This is done by requiring schools to notify parents, and bring them into the discussion, before any 
decisions are made on the child’s behalf. Particularly in mental health decisions, parents have the 
right to be fully informed and the ultimate authority on their child’s well-being.  
 
Under current law, a child over 14 is able to request mental health services without parental 
consent. However, particularly in a school setting, there is no functional difference between 
children over or under 14 when receiving mental health services. 
 
While no parent is perfect, it is not the duty of the state, or state sponsored school, to make 
parenting decisions. In Ohio, parents have the opportunity to choose the school that best meets the 
needs and unique learning abilities of their child. After choosing a school, parents don’t check their 
freedoms at the door. We need to secure the rights of the parents in choosing medical support, no 
matter where that service is given, but especially in schools where our children spend a majority of 
their day. You can do this by closing the loophole in the Parents’ Bill of Rights and passing HB 172. 
 
Thank you for your time, I’m willing to take any questions that the committee has for me.  
 
Corrinne Vidales, Esq. 
Legal Counsel 
Ohio Christian Education Network 


