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This table summarizes how the latest substitute version of the bill differs from the 
immediately preceding version. It addresses only the topics on which the two versions differ 
substantively. It does not list topics on which the two bills are substantively the same. 

 

Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_0613-2) 

Credit reporting agencies and credit scores 

Prohibits health care providers and collection 
agencies from reporting to a consumer reporting 
agency any information related to the 
nonpayment of medical debt incurred for 
inclusion in a consumer’s credit file or credit 
report (R.C. 1349.54(B)(1)). 

No provision. 

Provides consumers who believe that a health 
care provider or collection agency has reported 
the consumer’s medical debt to a consumer 
reporting agency with a cause of action 
(R.C. 1349.54(B)(2)).  

No provision.  

Prohibits, when a court finds that a violation has 
occurred, a health care provider or collection 
agency from billing or otherwise seeking to 
recover the medical debt from the consumer or 
any related third-party payer (R.C. 1345.54(B)(3)). 

No provision.  

Prohibits consumer reporting agencies from 
including in consumer’s credit file or report any 
information relative to the nonpayment of 

No provision. 
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Previous Version 
(As Introduced) 

Latest Version 
(l_136_0613-2) 

medical debt incurred on or after the effective 
date of the bill (R.C. 1349.54(C)(1) and (2)).  

Provides consumers with a cause of action 
against consumer reporting agencies who fail to 
remove such information from a credit file or 
report (R.C. 1349.54(C)(3)). 

No provision.  

Authorizes a court to require a consumer 
reporting agency to remove the information and 
award a consumer $10 in damages for each day 
following the initial 30-day period that the 
violation persisted (R.C. 1345.54(C)(4)).  

No provision.  

Removes current law prohibitions against 
providers and collections agencies reporting to a 
consumer reporting agency any information 
relative to the nonpayment of medical expenses 
in situations where, pursuant to an action for 
divorce, annulment, dissolution of marriage, or 
legal separation, a court determines that one 
party is responsible for obtaining health 
insurance coverage for any related children but 
fails to do so (R.C. 1349.01(D)). 

Restores current law (R.C. 1349.01(D)). 

Definitions  

Defines “medical debt” as being an obligation of a 
consumer to pay an amount for the receipt of 
health care services, products, or devices, 
including hospital, surgical, and medical expenses 
(R.C. 1349.54(A)(6)). 

Defines “medical debt” as debt arising from 
health care services or health care goods, 
including products, devices, durable medical 
equipment, and prescription drugs. Excludes all 
of the following from the definition of “medical 
debt”: 

▪ Debt arising from services provided by a 
veterinarian;  

▪ Debt charged to a credit card, unless the 
card is issued under an open-end or 
closed-end credit plan offered solely for 
the payment of health care services;  

▪ Debt charged to a home equity or general 
purpose line of credit;  

▪ Secured debt (R.C. 1343.01(C)(1)(c)).  
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