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Testimony in Opposition to HB 347
Submitted by Laura Sullivan
CPO and Adoption Assessor of JustChoice

Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter and Ranking member Somani:

My name is Laura Sullivan, and | am here on behalf of JustChoice. At JustChoice, we believe in
people and their ability to make thoughtful, informed decisions about their own bodies and
families. We oppose HB 347.

Every day, we work with pregnant people who are navigating complex, deeply personal
decisions. They are not confused. They are not reckless. They are not “too emotional” to decide.
They do not need government-imposed reflection time to understand their own lives.They are
parents, students, survivors, professionals - people who have already spent days or weeks
thinking through their options by the time they call us for options counseling or to make an appt.

For the past 10 years JustChoice has offered a free all options counseling service. We meet
people where they are and support them in making the best decisions for their pregnancy and
their families. Because we have been doing this options work for years, | can say with
confidence that people do not need an additional barrier of a waiting period to access care.
Folks are being thoughtful about their choices and making them with the support they choose,
not mandatory waiting periods

HB 347 assumes the opposite. It assumes that the state must step in to slow them down “for
their own good.” That is not patient-centered care. That is paternalism. It substitutes the
government’s judgment for a competent adult's decision and assumes the state knows better
than the person living with the consequences of that choice.

A mandatory 24-hour waiting period does not ensure clarity. It creates missed paychecks,
arranging childcare twice, traveling hundreds of miles twice, sleeping in cars, or pushing a
patient later into pregnancy against their will. Even if information can be provided via
telemedicine, the forced delay means additional childcare costs, lost wages, longer travel, and
more time carrying a pregnancy someone has already decided to end. For patients coming from
rural Ohio - or from states with abortion bans who now rely on Ohio - a delay can push them
later into pregnancy, increasing cost and medical complexity.

Judge David Young of the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas already recognized that
Ohio’s previous waiting period likely burdened and interfered with abortion care and was not
supported by evidence-based standards. HB 347 attempts to reinstate those same harms.



Worse, this bill requires physicians to provide medically inaccurate information. It promotes the
debunked claim that abortion causes long-term mental health disorders. The American
Psychological Association has made clear that decades of research show abortion is not linked
to mental health problems - but being denied an abortion is associated with worse physical,
mental, and economic outcomes.

It also forces providers to tell patients that medication abortion may be “reversible. It's upsetting
that the state is mandating misinformation in the exam room. That is not informed consent - itis
scripted deception. The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists does not support
this claim and has stated that politicians should never require physicians to provide inaccurate
information.

Finally, the bill's narrow health exception creates dangerous ambiguity. Physicians should not
have to wonder whether a patient is “sick enough” or close enough to death to qualify for care.
Delays in medical crises cost lives.

At JustChoice, we trust our clients. We sit with them. We answer their questions honestly. We
provide evidence-based information. What we do not do is shame them, stall them, or lie to
them.

HB 347 does all three.

This bill is not about informed consent. It is about control. It inserts the state into the exam room,
overrides medical expertise, and treats capable adults as if they cannot make decisions without
government supervision.

Trust patients and voters. Trust doctors. Respect the Constitution. Vote no on HB 347.

Thank you.



