Chairman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member
Somani, and members of the House Health Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today. My name is Rhiannon Carnes, and |
am Executive Director at Ohio Women'’s Alliance and Ohio Women'’s Alliance Action Fund. | am
here to oppose House Bill 347.

Ohio voters already spoke clearly in 2023 when they enshrined reproductive freedom in our
Constitution. H.B. 347 attempts to reintroduce barriers and legal threats that undermine that
constitutional protection.

Who | Am and Why I’m Here

As the Executive Director of Ohio Women’s Alliance, | believe in upholding the fundamental
human right to bodily autonomy so that all people can make the best decisions for their lives,
free from state coercion. Reproductive Freedom is already enshrined in the Ohio Constitution,
and any legislation that prevents Ohioans from exercising that right not only strips them of legal
medical care, but also inhibits their ability to live free from state control.

What This Bill Actually Does

H.B. 347 would:

e Force a mandatory 24-hour waiting period before someone can access abortion care.

e Require doctors to follow state-written scripts, regardless of whether that information is
medically necessary for that patient.

e Prevent clinics from collecting payment until strict documentation rules are met.

e Allow lawsuits against providers with a minimum $100,000 penalty per claim, plus
attorney’s fees and court costs.
This is not just paperwork. It creates real delays, financial strain, and legal intimidation.

For someone working hourly without paid leave, living in a rural county, arranging childcare, or
navigating an unsafe relationship, that “24-hour waiting period” can mean multiple days of
hardship and additional cost.

How This Affects Real People



OWA serves people who are already economically underserved, and creating further barriers to
accessing reproductive care only widens the divide—preventing families from caring for
themselves in a healthy, sustainable way.

In Ohio, people already travel significant distances to access care. This bill would add even
more financial burdens—forcing individuals to take repeated days off work, arrange child care,
and to cover travel expenses—just to receive timely medical treatment that is already available
to them on day one. These unnecessary delays are caused by lawmakers who have no
informed consent to interfere with personal medical decisions. This directly counters Ohioans'
right to bodily autonomy.

Reproductive Justice Matters

Reproductive Justice is built on four core principles:

e The right to have a child
e The right not to have a child
e The right to parent children in safe and sustainable communities

e The right to bodily autonomy

H.B. 347 undermines these principles.
It interferes with bodily autonomy by inserting the government into private medical decisions.

It weakens the right not to have a child by making abortion harder to access through delay and
legal risk.

It destabilizes healthcare systems by threatening providers with lawsuits, which can reduce
access to broader reproductive and prenatal care.

Barriers like this do not impact everyone equally. They fall hardest on Black and Brown
communities, low-income families, rural residents, young people, survivors of violence, and
people without paid leave.

This Is a Liability Strategy, Not Patient Protection

Instead of outright bans, this bill creates liability traps and procedural hurdles.

Instead of criminalizing patients, it targets providers with financial and professional ruin.



It is framed as informed consent. But it functions as intimidation.

Itis framed as empowerment. But it creates delay, fear, and instability.

Why This Matters to Me

At OWA, we launched our Member Assistance Program because we recognize the state has
never willingly freed Black and Brown people. Our program is committed to supporting abortion
seekers and helping them overcome logistical barriers to care. We also filed an amicus brief to
uplift our clients’ voices, which helped overturn this copycat legislation the first time. The voices
of voters at the ballot box made the Reproductive Freedom Amendment a reality through a
citizen-led measure—and those voices will prevail again. This continued fight is a waste of
taxpayer dollars and time. Ultimately, we will continue to hold politicians accountable for doing
their job. Reproductive Freedom is the law in Ohio, and it will remain so.

Closing

H.B. 347 does not expand access to care. It does not strengthen healthcare systems. It does
not respect the will of Ohio voters.

It creates unnecessary delays, mandates politicized speech, and weaponizes civil lawsuits to
restrict abortion access.

For these reasons, | respectfully urge you to vote NO on House Bill 347.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Rhiannon Carnes, Executive Director of Ohio Women’s Alliance & Ohio Women'’s Alliance
Action Fund
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