Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and
members of the House Health Committee:

My name is Jordyn Close. | am the Deputy Director of Ohio Women'’s Alliance and the
Board President of Abortion Fund of Ohio. | am submitting this testimony to strongly
oppose House Bill 347.

Ohio Women's Alliance was a founding member of the executive commmittee for the
2023 Reproductive Freedom Amendment campaign, which was overwhelmingly
successful. In 2025, OWA's amicus brief—which included client and volunteer
testimony—was cited as a primary reason for the ruling against the 24-hour waiting
period. HB 347 attempts to reinstate barriers and legal threats that undermine that
protection and have already been ruled as unconstitutional and in direct opposition
to the RFA. This bill is a waste of the legislature's time and resources and a slap in the
face to the 2.2+ million Ohioans who spoke clearly when they voted to enshrine the
full spectrum of reproductive freedom in our state Constitution.

As a Reproductive Justice organization, OWA believes that self-determination
includes complete bodily autonomy, and abortion bans like this are a direct attack on
our constitutional freedoms. HB 347 undermines these principles and interferes with
bodily autonomy by inserting the government into private medical decisions. OWA
believes healthcare decisions should be made by patients and their providers, not
politicians.

The Ohio Women's Alliance Member Assistance Program provides wrap-around
support in the form of transportation, lodging, referrals, and more to Ohioans who
face logistical barriers to accessing abortion care. OWA has served over 2,200 clients
since launching the program in 2023, over 800 of whom faced double the barriers
when Ohio’s 24-hour waiting period was in place.

The experiences and stories outlined in OWA's 2025 amicus brief from staff,
volunteers, and clients powerfully demonstrate how the 24-hour waiting period
imposes severe and unequal burdens on Ohioans exercising their fundamental right
to abortion under the RFA; these burdens directly and substantially impact OWA
clients, as well as OWA itself as an organization dedicated to facilitating access to
reproductive healthcare. Forcing all patients to delay their abortions by at least 24
hours and make an additional, medically unnecessary trip to the clinic to receive
unwanted and distressing State-mandated information and counseling creates
immense emotional, financial, and logistical hardships that jeopardize patient health
and well-being. In some cases, they obstruct Ohioans' access to care entirely.



When | was 18, | had an abortion. The required 24-hour waiting period created many
unnecessary barriers to accessing care, including additional travel expenses and the
cost of multiple appointments, which were difficult for me to afford as a young
person. Fortunately, | was able to receive the care | needed and made the choice that
was right for my future. The mandatory waiting period only created more chaos and
anxiety during what should have been a basic and easily accessible healthcare
experience.

This bill would force people to wait to access care that should be easily available, in
addition to creating undue burdens on Ohio clinics’ staff and providers who are
already operating at capacity because of Ohio’s status as a haven state to the
majority of the Midwest and South. This is not just paperwork. It creates real delays,
financial strain, and legal intimidation.

The reality is that the majority of Ohioans support access to abortions, and it is your
responsibility to vote no on HB 347 and fight for our right to bodily autonomy,
reproductive freedom, and justice.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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