
 

 

 

March 3, 2026 

Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chairwoman Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the 

House Health Committee, 

I am writing on behalf of the Ohio Academy of Family Physicians (OAFP), a statewide 

professional association representing more than 5,000 members, including practicing family 

physicians, family medicine residents, and medical students. Since our founding in 1948, the 

OAFP has worked to represent the professional interests of Ohio’s family physicians, provide 

high-quality continuing medical education, and inspire future physicians to enter the field of 

family medicine, all while strengthening the vital patient-physician relationship. 

Our mission is simple yet essential: to improve the health of patients by advocating for and 

advancing the specialty of family medicine. For over 77 years, this mission has guided our 

advocacy for policies that remove barriers to necessary medical care and ensure that patients can 

thrive within the healthcare system. 

House Bill 347 would impose new mandated informed consent procedures, waiting periods, and 

potential liability on physicians providing constitutionally protected abortion care in Ohio. While 

the stated intent is to empower patients through information, the bill prescribes specific content, 

timing, and formats for deeply personal medical discussions. These rigid requirements risk 

shifting informed consent from a meaningful, individualized dialogue to a standardized process 

dictated by statute. 

Fundamentally, family physicians believe that decisions about medical care should be made 

collaboratively between a patient and their clinician, grounded in medical evidence, ethical 

standards, and the individual patient’s health needs and circumstances. Legislation that dictates 

specific content, timing, and manner of discussions undermines this professional judgment.  

While the OAFP supports the principle that patients should receive comprehensive, evidence-

based information to make informed health decisions, House Bill 347 is not the appropriate 

mechanism for achieving that goal. Family physicians are trained to tailor these conversations to 

each patient’s medical condition, cultural context, and level of understanding. Policies and 

statutes that impose prescriptive requirements and heightened liability may unintentionally 

disrupt continuity of care and weaken the collaborative process that is fundamental to ethical 

medical practice. 

The OAFP strongly supports informed consent and evidence-based patient education. However, 

we believe those goals are best achieved by reinforcing, not legislatively scripting the patient– 



 

 

 

 

physician relationship. We respectfully urge the Committee to reject House Bill 347 in its current 

form. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and for your commitment to the health and well-

being of Ohio’s patients and families. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kate Mahler 

Executive Vice President 

Ohio Academy of Family Physicians 

 


