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Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the House Health
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 629, the
“Pharmacist Prescribing Authority Act.”

House Bill 629 is designed to fill gaps in Ohio’s healthcare system by allowing pharmacists to
use their clinical training and accessibility to provide treatment for minor health conditions.
More Ohioans than ever are struggling to access primary care, with routine appointments often
being weeks away. At the same time, Ohio is experiencing rising healthcare demand due to an
aging population, workforce shortages, and widespread chronic conditions. Primary care
providers are increasingly overburdened, managing larger patient panels and limited appointment
availability, which can result in long delays.

Pharmacists are highly educated and an accessible healthcare resource, providing immunizations,
medication therapy management, and patient counseling in nearly every Ohio community.
Allowing pharmacists to test and treat minor conditions builds on their existing training, while
easing pressure on primary care providers and emergency departments.

This legislation addresses a clear gap in care. Many Ohioans currently experience delays for
minor illnesses, often traveling long distances or relying on emergency rooms for conditions that
could be treated more efficiently in local pharmacies. House Bill 629 empowers pharmacists to
provide these services under standardized protocols, ensuring patient safety while making better
use of an existing, accessible workforce.

By expanding pharmacists’ ability to test, prescribe, and treat minor conditions, we can improve
timely access, reduce strain on primary care, and increase overall system efficiency. This is
especially important in rural Ohio, where hospitals often struggle to meet patient access metrics.
Passing this legislation will also help Ohio meet key requirements for the Rural Hospital
Transformation Funds, demonstrating innovative strategies to improve access, reduce



unnecessary ER visits, and strengthen local healthcare capacity. Insurance reimbursement
provisions further ensure these services remain affordable and widely available.

This legislation strengthens collaboration across healthcare providers and ensures patients
receive safe, timely care in their communities. Pharmacists will operate under rules established
by the State Board of Pharmacy, follow approved training and protocols, and refer patients to
primary care providers whenever follow-up or more advanced care is needed.

House Bill 629 is a practical, evidence-based solution to improve access, utilize the skills of
trained pharmacists, reduce unnecessary strain on the healthcare system, and support Ohio’s
compliance with Rural Hospital Transformation Fund requirements.

I respectfully ask for your support and will allow Representative Gross to now speak to the bill.
We are both happy to answer questions after Rep. Gross testifies.



