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Good morning Chairwoman Schmidt Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of
the House Health committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for House
Bill 629.

House Bill 629, also known as the “Test and Treat” bill, expands access to timely health care by
allowing licensed pharmacists to test for and treat certain common illnesses. This legislation builds
on current policy which already allows pharmacist-administered vaccines.

Across Ohio, many patients face delays in receiving care for routine conditions such as influenza,
strep throat, and uncomplicated urinary tract infections. These delays often result in missed work
or school, unnecessary emergency room visits, and higher overall health care costs. HB 629
addresses these gaps by permitting trained pharmacists to conduct point-of-care testing and,
when appropriate, initiate treatment under established clinical protocols.

Pharmacists currently complete doctoral-level education and practice under licensing and
regulatory oversight by the State Board of Pharmacy. This bill does not replace physicians or
advanced practice providers; instead, it strengthens the health care system by allowing each
provider to practice at the top of their licenses and improves access to care. Pharmacists will be
required to refer patients to physicians when symptoms fall outside approved protocols or when
additional care is necessary.

HB 629 improves access to care in both rural and underserved communities. In many areas of Ohio,
a pharmacist may be the only health professional within reasonable distance or available outside
normal business hours. By enabling patients to receive testing and treatment at a local pharmacy,
we reduce strain on urgent care centers and emergency departments while ensuring patients
receive safe and appropriate care more quickly.

Other states that have adopted similar policies have demonstrated improved patient outcomes,
lower health care costs, and high patient satisfaction without compromising safety. HB 629
establishes clear safeguards, standardized procedures, and communication requirements to
ensure continuity of care with a patient’s primary provider.

Ultimately, this legislation is about accessibility, affordability, and efficiency. It modernizes Ohio
law to reflect how health care is already evolving and provides families with faster access to
treatment when they need it most.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of House Bill 629. | would be happy to answer any
questions at this time.



