
Ohio Stands Ready to Collaborate with the Trump 
Administration and Congressional Delegation to 
bring Health Transformation to Rural Ohioans. 

Following passage of the One Big Beautiful Bill Act (OBBA), the Trump 
Administration, under the leadership of Dr. Mehmet Oz, M.D. at the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), immediately began 
working with states on how they can apply to receive funding from 
the brand new Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP), a $50 
billion dollar investment by Congress to strengthen health care access 
in rural America.

The directive from the Administration was clear – this funding 
opportunity is meant to strengthen healthcare access, quality, and 
outcomes by fostering collaborative partnerships among healthcare 
providers, extending technology, and encouraging the adoption of 
innovative care models in rural communities.

Ohio’s Plan – Health Transformation for Rural Ohioans 

Those living in rural Ohio experience higher rates of chronic disease, lower 
access to specialty care, and worse health outcomes compared to those 
living in urban areas. Many children and families live far from care, making 
preventive and early intervention services difficult to access. Without 
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bold interventions, health disparities will worsen. By 
contrast, strategic investments in schools, mobile 
care, health systems, and workforce development 
can address health problems before they occur, 
thereby reducing avoidable hospitalizations, and 
supporting sustainable local care capacity. 

Starting Today: The work and commitments 
outlined in Ohio’s application align with the RHTP’s 
stated strategic goals:
  

	 Making rural America healthy again;

	 Sustainable Access;

	 Workforce Development; and

	 Innovative Care and Tech Innovation.

 
Ohio’s application meets these objectives by build-
ing on existing state investments in proven models 
such as school-based health centers, home visit-
ing, telehealth, and value-based reimbursement 
models, while simultaneously expanding into new 
opportunities to make transformational changes  
in rural communities.



Outcomes, Accountability and Delivering Results 

The Trump Administration’s vision for this program includes the ability for 
states to deliver on their goals and strategies for each proposed initiative. 
Accountability measures will center on improving the health and wellbeing of 
rural Ohioans coupled with robust data monitoring. The Ohio Department of 
Health (ODH) will be the state’s delegated agency to work alongside CMS to 
oversee the progress of Ohio’s initiatives once implemented. Resources will 
be tied to measurable goals and objectives for partners to meet and  
evaluate impact.

Ohio Lt. Governor Jim Tressel speaks to students at Harin-Houston Local Schools about the Team Tressel Fitness Challenge

Policy Reform to Support Health Transformation  
for Rural Ohioans 

Fitness in School 
 
 We are excited to work alongside the Trump Administration as they reinvent 
the Presidential Physical Fitness Challenge. Thanks to the hard work of   
Lt. Governor Jim Tressel, over 185,000 Ohio students are engaged in the 
Team Tressel Fitness challenge and well on their way to embedding healthy 
habits to promote physical fitness and mental health. 

Sugar Beverage Ban 
 
Ohio recently submitted its waiver to USDA to exclude sugar sweetened 
beverages from our SNAP program to promote healthier eating habits and 
combat diet-related diseases. 
 
Remote Care Services 
 
Ohio provides a comprehensive package of remote care supports and 
recognizes the value they provide particularly for those in rural Ohio. Moving 
forward Ohio remains committed to working with CMS as new and evolving 
technology hits the market. 

Affordable Health Insurance Plans 
 
In addition to providing Short-Term Limited Duration health plans, Ohio 
recently passed legislation, led by the Ohio Farm Bureau, to close the gap in 
health care coverage and provide Ohio farm families with access to  
affordable, personalized health care plans.

More specifically, Ohio’s application:

Provides those living in rural Ohio with 
access to best-in-class, integrated care by 
supporting partnerships between hospitals, 
community health centers, family physicians, 
pharmacies, behavioral health specialists, 
and others to launch Rural Health  
Innovation Hubs; 

Builds out Ohio’s Rural Healthcare Workforce 
Pipeline through collaborative partnerships 
between healthcare providers and our 
educational institutions (high school through 
medical school) with a particular focus on 
recruiting, training, upskilling and spurring 
long-term employment opportunities  
in rural Ohio; 

Invests in innovative solutions and technol-
ogy to improve emergency medical services 
(EMS) triage, outcomes, and response times 
in rural Ohio;

Prioritizes efforts to combat chronic disease, 
promote healthy behaviors, and improve 
patient engagement by launching Healthier 
Ohio Initiatives in Rural Communities; 

Expands school-based health centers into 
more rural communities; 

Extends our innovative model for vision care 
-- OhioSEE -- to ensure that students in rural 
Ohio receive comprehensive vision care to be 
successful in school; 

Builds on our success in reducing infant 
mortality rates by expanding evidence-based 
home visiting models to every rural com-
munity across the state, improving health 
outcomes for moms and babies. 

Invests in data and IT infrastructure to 
enhance care coordination and support 
healthcare providers in rural Ohio, such as 
pharmacies and behavioral health providers.



Additionally, the DeWine Administration identified other areas of  
opportunity to further align ourselves with the RHTP through future policy 
or legislative changes:

Nutritional Education in Healthcare 
 
Ohio will direct its regulatory boards to include nutritional education as 
part of its continuing medical education (CME) requirements for licensees. 

Embracing Licensure Compacts 
 
In addition to the many compacts Ohio has already joined over the last 
decade, Ohio will commit to joining the EMS licensure compact and is 
encouraged to partner with additional future compacts to promote licen-
sure reciprocity.  
 
Pharmacy Access to Care 
 
Ohio can improve access to care by allowing pharmacists to practice at 
the top of their professional training through expansion of their authority 
to provide “test to treat” care.  

Scope of Practice 
 
With recent law changes and many bills pending in the state legislature, 
policymakers in Ohio remain focused on working to ensure medical pro-
fessionals are able to practice at the top of their training and scope. Ohio is 
always seeking to enhance access to care particularly in rural Ohio. 

Conclusion 
Ohio’s application is a new, innovative, and collaborative approach for 
how our state intends to deliver transformative healthcare to rural parts of 
the state. Our approach includes initiatives that leverage proven, innova-
tive models already happening in Ohio and dramatically expands those 
across our rural communities. We look forward to working closely with the 
Trump Administration, our congressional delegation and the Ohio General 
Assembly on implementing these initiatives as we work together to  
redefine the way healthcare is accessed, received and sustained.
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