
Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani, and members of the House Health
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today regarding House Bill 561,
the C.H.O.I.C.E. Act. I appreciate your thoughtful consideration of legislation that seeks to ensure
transparency and respect for parental rights within Ohio’s education and childcare systems.

My name is Stephanie Stock, and I serve as President of Ohio Advocates for Medical Freedom
(OAMF), a grassroots organization representing thousands of Ohio families who believe strongly
in informed consent, medical transparency, and parental rights. I am here today to testify in
strong support of House Bill 561 because it helps ensure that parents are given complete and
accurate information about their legal rights regarding childhood immunization policies in
schools and childcare settings.

During over a decade of volunteer service to OAMF, I have assisted hundreds of parents in
navigating complicated school forms, forms with requirements outside of the law—often times
incriminating the parent as being some sort of threat to their children and others. I have heard
countless stories of denial of entrance to daycares and schools across the state with essentially
no recourse for parents.

In 2018, several Jewish families reach out to me from the Cleveland and Columbus areas telling
me their elementary schools were no longer accepting conscientious or religious exemptions and
were going to strictly monitor any medical exemptions. These schools were both registered non-
public charter schools and were required to follow state law; however, they insisted they did not
have to comply. I spent almost six months working with a member of the Board of Education and
their legal team in an attempt to enforce the schools’ compliance with the law. They wrote one
threatening letter and then took no further action because there is no set penalty in state law for
noncompliance. The Board of Education had their hands tied, and the result was that the
majority of those families left the state in search of a Jewish school that would respect their
religious beliefs.

No parent in Ohio should be turned away from a licensed daycare or a chartered Ohio school
based on their child’s vaccination status when we have had three clear exemptions in state law
since the 70s. Ohio should be a state known for protecting parental rights, which includes a
parent’s right to know that exemption options exist and that if they choose to take an exemption,
it will be honored.



The notion that parents should be inherently aware that they have the right to decline is
absurd. If all communication from the school or daycare indicates the vaccines are required
and the school nurse tells you it’s required, then a parent have no reason to suspect
otherwise or further investigate.  Vaccines are medical  products with known risk of death and
disability and they are mandated under state law unless the parents submit an exemption. To
a parent who is not made aware that exemptions exist, then they are living in a state with
government mandated vaccines, no different than California or any of the other anti-parental
rights states 

How many children in the state of Ohio have been vaccine injured because an administrator
or a school nurse was dishonest with a parent? We will never know. Not one infant or child
should be put at risk for a vaccine injury simply because a school or daycare facility did not
want to be truthful about state-allowed exemptions. Neither the nurse nor the administrator
is the one who will suffer the emotional, social, and financial consequences of that injury—the
parents will.

While we applaud Ohio for being one of the states that has offered parents the right to
exemptions, we have fallen short in making sure that this law is written in a way that ensures
enforcement occurs, that parents are able to make truly informed decisions, and that parents
are not badgered or harassed to defend or explain their conscientious beliefs. Even when
schools acknowledge that exemptions exist, many families encounter additional obstacles
that are not required under state law. Parents have reported being asked to complete special
school-created exemption forms, submit notarized statements, or obtain signatures from a
physician before an exemption will be accepted. Some families have even been told they
must meet with school administrators or provide written explanations of their beliefs before
an exemption is approved. These types of additional hurdles can create unnecessary pressure
and confusion for parents attempting to exercise rights that are already clearly recognized in
Ohio statute. The C.H.O.I.C.E. Act helps ensure consistency and transparency so that families
are not subjected to unnecessary barriers when exercising those rights.

B 561 also addresses the portion of the law regarding outbreak exclusions because schools
have expanded exclusions far beyond what is allowed. Various schools across the state are
not just excluding unvaccinated children for the duration of “chickenpox epidemics” that
“exist in the school’s population,” as the law is written; they are excluding unvaccinated
children from school for various other infectious diseases, and they are setting arbitrary



 time frames for the exclusion of the pupil with no mention to the parents of how the child’s
“academic standing” shall be “preserved” during the exclusion. Current state law requires
schools to adopt policies that prescribe the method of how excluded pupils are going to be
able to maintain their studies while they are home, but parents are not told that either. These
schools are telling parents they can be excluded for any number of weeks or even months if an
outbreak occurs—not just during an outbreak in the school population, but even in the
surrounding community. Most parents cannot withstand that length of exclusion, and it could
drive them to vaccinate their child against their own better judgment out of desperation. It’s
time for this section of the law to be written in a way that protects children who take
exemptions from being excluded as a form of punishment and coercion. HB 561 ensures that
only children who are infectious will be excluded from school until it is determined they are no
longer contagious. We should not continue to be a state that penalizes parents for their
vaccination choices and discriminates against their healthy children.

Many Ohio parents have report that schools and childcare facilities communicate
immunization policies in a way that implies families have no choice. For example, parents have
shared that school enrollment packets often contain language stating that “all students must
be fully vaccinated before attending school,” with no mention of exemptions permitted under
Ohio law. Situations like these create confusion and lead many parents to believe they must
comply with vaccination schedules regardless of their beliefs or medical concerns. I have
attached several examples of school notifications to this testimony. 

House Bill 561 is a meaningful step toward transparency, protecting  parental rights, and
respect for informed consent. It does not eliminate vaccination requirements or prevent
families from choosing vaccination for their children. Instead, it ensures that parents receive
accurate information about their legal options so they can make informed healthcare
decisions. I respectfully urge this committee to support House Bill 561 and move this
important legislation forward.



A few examples of schools and daycares lying 
to, misleading, or threatening parents:





Official ODH form citing code and making
parents to believe they have NO choice:





Current law only allows a period of exclusion for chicken pox, this school is
threatening to exclude unvaccinated children from measles for 21 days PAST

the LAST case of rash to appear- which could be as long as 1-3  months
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