
​March 23, 2026​

​Chairperson Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member​
​White, and members of the Health Committee,​

​Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Thomas A. Nguyen, DO I am a primary​
​care pediatrician in Northeast Ohio and a Clinical Adjunct Associate Professor of Pediatrics for​
​Ohio University. I am strongly opposed to HB561.​

​I am opposed to HB561 for several reasons. The first of which is the vaccine requirements for​
​daycare and preschool as currently written only require form JFS01305 which asks the parent​
​that declines vaccines to check a box, sign, and date the form. I will include the relevant​
​sections for your review. Asking parents to sign a form to opt out of state vaccine requirements​
​is the bare minimum already and should not be modified.​

​Additionally, the bill weakens restrictions keeping unvaccinated children out of classes during​
​outbreaks of disease; and reduces hepatitis B vaccination requirements in daycare and​
​preschool. These essential public health interventions that may become necessary as more​
​families opt out of vaccinating their children.​

​I ask you to consider my testimony and vote NO on this harmful bill. Thank you again for​
​the opportunity to testify.​
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