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Chair Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani and all members of the House 
Health, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on House Bill 789.  This 
simple bill would require every hospital and freestanding emergency department to be staffed 
with a physician on site at all times.  I suspect many of you here and many listening to this 
testimony would be surprised to know that this is not already a requirement. In fact, a 2022 study 
from the American College of Emergency Physicians confirms that “Eight-in-ten adults (79%) 
prefer a doctor/physician to lead their medical care while in the emergency department.”1 
 
Ohioans present to the emergency department for any number of conditions.  From car accidents, 
to heart attacks, our emergency departments are the true medical safety net.  It is critically 
important that physicians are present on site to direct and provide patient care.   Data shows that 
this leads to lower costs and better outcomes.2 
 
As a practicing first responder myself, I can speak directly to the importance of this bill for 
patient care.  All EMS service agencies work under an EMS Medical Director.  Our protocols are 
developed and approved by our Medical Director.  These Medical Directors are physicians who 
most likely practice in an emergency department.  “The primary goal of the written protocols is 
to maximize quality patient care and safety and to direct a patient’s triage, treatment, and 
transport to the most appropriate facility.”3 
 
I expect the peace of mind that when I bring a patient from the field to the hospital, that I am 
handing them off to the most highly skilled and trained providers.   While there are other 
important members of the care team in the emergency department, like nurses and advance 
practice providers, it is essential that a physician is on-site and present at all times.  When 
seconds matter in higher risk and high-pressure situations, we must have the most highly trained 
individuals available directing that care. 
 
I hope you can join me in supporting this bill, which codifies an expectation Ohioans already 
have that when they present to the emergency room for themselves or a loved one, that a 
physician will be there. 
 

 
1 https://www.emergencyphysicians.org/article/access/poll-patients-concerned-when-physicians-arent-
available-to-lead-their-care  
2 https://www.nber.org/papers/w30608  
3 https://ems.ohio.gov/programs-services/medical-direction/medical-director-role-and-requirements  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Similar legislation has been enacted in Indiana, Virginia and South Carolina.  My hope is that 
Ohio will soon join this list.  I expect proponent testimony from physicians who practice in Ohio 
emergency departments, should the Chair schedule additional hearings.  I will do my best to 
answer any questions the committee may have.   
 


