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Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani and the members of the House Health 

Committee, I would like to offer written testimony today on behalf of the members of the Ohio Optometric 

Association in support of Senate Bill 162, legislation sponsored by Senator Blessing that will establish updated 

statutory guidelines regarding payment systems between health care providers and health insurers. 

 

The OOA is the statewide association that represents Ohio’s optometrists who are proud to serve many of your 

constituents as their primary eye care providers.  Our association represents over 70% of Ohio’s optometrists 

and our members are happy to support Senator Blessing’s efforts to modernize payment methods to 

optometrists and other health care providers and remove administrative burdens that have made this 

reimbursement system cumbersome for Ohio health care providers for quite some time. 

 

There are several components of SB 162 that will help our members, including but not limited to: 

 

• Changing from two years to one year when a payment to a provider is considered final and the time 

period in which an overpayment against a provider must be initiated; 

• Prohibiting a health insurer from charging a provider for appealing an overpayment determination; 

• Extending the period during which a provider may respond to an overpayment notice from 30 to 60 

days; and 

• Prohibiting a health insurer from changing its payment, audit or review timelines during the current 

contract period. 

 

We believe SB 162 will allow the removal of administrative payment hassles and establish clear guidelines 

between health insurers and patients and allow Ohio’s optometrists to spend more time with our patients to 

administer crucial vision services in your communities throughout Ohio.  On behalf of the OOA, I strongly 

encourage you to support SB 162. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth Muckley, O.D., F.A.A.O., F.N.A.P 

CEO & Executive Director, The Ohio Optometric Association 


