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Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani and the members of the
House Health Committee, | am submitting written testimony today in support of Senate Bill 162
on behalf of Ohio’s podiatric physicians and surgeons that make the Ohio Foot & Ankle Medical
Association (OHFAMA). The members of our association truly appreciate Senator Blessing
introducing this important legislation that updates the standards and guidelines regarding
payment systems between health care providers and health insurers.

Our association is proud to represent Ohio’s podiatric physicians and surgeons and treat many
of your constituents around Ohio. Our members strongly support Senator Blessing’s efforts to
modernize payment methods to Ohio’s podiatrists and other health care providers and remove
unnecessary administrative burdens that have made this reimbursement system quite
problematic for not only our members but many Ohio health care providers for quite some
time.

There are several components of SB 162 that will help Ohio’s podiatric physicians and surgeons,
including:

e Changing from two years to one year when a payment to a provider is considered final
and the time period in which an overpayment against a provider must be initiated;

e Prohibiting a health insurer from charging a provider for appealing an overpayment
determination;

e Extending the period during which a provider may respond to an overpayment notice
from 30 to 60 days; and

e Prohibiting a health insurer from changing its payment, audit or review timelines during
the current contract period.

We believe SB 162 will enable podiatrists in Ohio to do the most important thing in providing
care; spending time with our patients. SB 162 will remove administrative payment burdens and
establish clear guidelines between health insurers and health care providers. On behalf of the
OHFAMA, | strongly encourage you to support SB 162.



