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Chairwoman Schmidt, Vice Chair Deeter, Ranking Member Somani and Members of the 
esteemed Health Committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony on HB 
945.  I will speak to the specifics of the legislation.   

Moratorium & Increased Oversight 

• Institute a six-month moratorium on new hospice providers or changes of ownership, 

beginning on the effective date of the bill.  

• Increase frequency of hospice license renewal to annually (from every 3 years).  

Requirements for Owners, Administrators & Medical Directors of Hospice 
Programs 

• Regarding the hospice administrator:  

o Require the hospice administrator to be named on the initial licensure and 

renewal applications and updated as frequently as it changes.  

o Require criminal background check for administrator, to be reviewed upon 

licensure survey.   

o No individual may serve as hospice administrator for more than one hospice 

program at a time (provider number), unless they are commonly owned (>50% of 

ownership held in common). 

• Regarding the medical director:  

o Require the medical director to be named on the initial licensure and renewal 

applications, and updated as frequently as it changes. 

o Require criminal background check for medical director, to be reviewed upon 

licensure survey.  

o No individual may serve as medical director for more than two hospices (provider 

numbers) at one time that are under different corporations, with narrow 

exceptions to be developed for rural areas.  

• Regarding ownership:  

o Require owners of 30% or greater to be named on the initial licensure and 

renewal applications and updated as frequently as it changes.  

o Require a criminal background check for anyone with equal to or greater than 30 

percent ownership interest in the hospice, to be reviewed upon licensure survey.  
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Structural Requirements 

• Require an established, unshared commercial office with visible signage and basic 

operational infrastructure. 

Denial, Revocation or Suspension of License 
License may be denied, revoked or suspended if:  

o Owner (>=30%) has owned a hospice that has excluded from participation in 

Medicare or Medicaid, OR was found liable for healthcare fraud or abuse.  

o Following initial licensure, the hospice program has not provided care to a 

patient within 12 months preceding the application submission.  

Compliance Monitoring 
The Department of Health shall develop, in collaboration LeadingAge Ohio, the Ohio Health 
Care Association, and the Ohio Council for Home Care and Hospice, a set of measures that shall 
include, but not be limited to, all of the following:  

• live discharge rates and length of stay     

• family satisfaction 

• service delivery 

• transitions of care 
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