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Chair Brian Lampton, Vice Chair Meredith Craig, Ranking Member Hall, and members of the House Insurance 

Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify in strong support of House Bill 219. I am Michelle Weiss, 

Executive Director of the Ohio Hematology Oncology Society (OHOS). We represent over 220 hematology and 

oncology providers across Ohio, and a broader network representing over 1,000 professionals in total, including 

physicians, advanced practice providers, nurses, pharmacists, administrators, and financial navigators. Our mission is 

to ensure timely, high-quality care for patients with cancer and hematologic disorders. 

Why House Bill 219 Matters 

Cancer care is highly time-sensitive and multidisciplinary. Delays in accessing in-network care can worsen outcomes 

and increase costs. House Bill 219 establishes network adequacy standards to ensure patients can reach needed 

oncology services quickly.  The proposed Medicaid enrollment amendment AM 0784-1 strengthens this by requiring 

the Department of Medicaid to enroll providers within 90 days once all requirements are met, with temporary billing 

privileges if deadlines are missed. This ensures patients can start care without delay. Quarterly reporting also improves 

transparency and accountability. 

Key Benefits of House Bill 219 relating to oncology care 

• Timely Access Saves Lives: Rapid diagnosis and treatment are critical. These provisions help patients access 

oncologists promptly. 

• Continuity of Care: Temporary enrollment ensures care is not interrupted, even if administrative delays occur. 

• Preventing “Phantom Networks”: Accurate directories and enforced network standards protect patients from 

unexpected out-of-network bills. 

• Equitable Access Across Ohio: Standards for provider ratios and travel distances help rural and underserved 

communities. 

• Reduced Financial Burden: Keeping care in-network protects patients from unnecessary costs. 

OHOS strongly supports House Bill 219 and the Medicaid enrollment amendment. Together, they reduce barriers, 

ensure timely access to in-network oncology care and improve accountability for both insurers and the Department of 

Medicaid. We respectfully urge the Committee to vote in favor of House Bill 219. 
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