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Thank you Chair Lampton, Vice Chair Craig, Ranking Member Hall, and members 

of the Insurance Committee, for the opportunity to offer sponsor testimony on 

House Bill 595. 

House Bill 595 is intended to provide a layer of consumer protection by requiring 

that all motor vehicle insurance policies in Ohio include coverage for uninsured 

motorists. The purpose of the bill is simple. It protects Ohioans from financial 

harm caused by drivers who fail to carry insurance. 

There are many uninsured drivers on the road. National estimates suggest roughly 

one out of every eight drivers is uninsured. In Ohio, that figure is closer to one out 

of every five, meaning a significant number of vehicles are operating without 

coverage. When an uninsured driver causes an accident, the financial burden often 

falls on the victim. Medical bills, lost wages, and repair costs can add up quickly. 

Under current law, insurance companies may offer uninsured motorist coverage, 

but they are not required to include it in every policy. As a result, many drivers do 

not have this protection. 

Other states have already recognized this gap and taken action. Across the country, 

about half of U.S. states require uninsured motorist coverage as part of a standard 

auto policy, ensuring that drivers automatically have this safeguard unless they 

formally decline it where allowed. States such as Maryland, New York, North 

Carolina, and Wisconsin mandate this coverage to guarantee that responsible 

drivers are not left financially vulnerable after a crash caused by someone without 

insurance. 

House Bill 595 amends section 3937.18 of the revised code to require uninsured 

motorist coverage in all motor vehicle liability policies issued in Ohio. It creates a 
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basic floor of protection and ensures responsible drivers aren’t punished for 

someone else’s failure to follow the law.  

This bill is about fairness and basic protection. Drivers who follow the law should 

not be financially punished because someone else chooses not to be insured. House 

Bill 595 creates a consistent level of protection for Ohio drivers and strengthens 

accountability on our roads. I respectfully ask for your support.  

 

 


