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Good afternoon, Chairman Lampton, Vice Chair Craig, Ranking Member Hall, fellow
members of the Ohio House Insurance Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 595 today. | would also like to thank my joint

sponsor, Representative Mohamed, for helping to advance this bipartisan legislation.

According to the most recent data from the Insurance Research Council, 15.4
percent of drivers nationwide were uninsured in 2023, representing more than one in seven
motorists.” Between economic hardship and illegal aliens, this figure has risen over the
past several years, and when uninsured drivers cause crashes, the financial fallout is

shifted onto responsible drivers, their families, and ultimately the public.

H.B. 595 seeks to solve this by requiring all motor vehicle insurance policies issued
in our state to include uninsured motorist coverage. This is a simple but important change.
Uninsured motorist coverage exists for one purpose, to protect people who follow the law
when they are harmed by someone who does not. Too many Ohioans learn after a crash
that the person who hits them has no insurance at all. When that happens, medical bills,

lost wages, vehicle repairs, and long-term expenses fall squarely on the victim. This bill

" https://insuranceindustryblog.iii.org/irc-report-reveals-that-one-in-three-drivers-were-either-uninsured-or-
underinsured-in-2023/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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ensures that every driver in our state has a basic layer of protection against that

circumstance.

By standardizing uninsured motorist coverage across all policies, we provide
consistency, predictability, and fairness. Responsible drivers should not bear the financial
burden created by those who violate Ohio’s insurance requirements. Including this
coverage also reduces strain on our courts and public assistance systems, because fewer
accident victims will be left without an avenue for recovery. And as many insurers already
offer this coverage as a common policy addition, its inclusion as a standard requirement

brings meaningful protection at a modest cost.

At its core, this bill is about financial responsibility and fairness. We already require
drivers to carry liability insurance, but compliance is not universal. Until that changes, the
people who follow the law deserve protection from those who do not. H.B. 595 closes that
gap and ensures that Ohioans are not left unprotected after one of the most stressful and

financially devastating events a person can experience.

Thank you again Chairman Lampton, Vice Chair Craig, Ranking Member Hall, fellow
members of the Ohio House Insurance Committee. | appreciate the opportunity to testify

before you today and | welcome any questions you may have.
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