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STATEMENT OF THE
OHIO STATE BAR ASSOCIATION
IN SUPPORT OF HOUSE BILL 55

Before the House Judiciary Committee
Representative Jim Thomas, Chair

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, and members of the House
Judiciary Committee, on behalf of the Ohio State Bar Association (Ohio Bar), thank you for the
opportunity to provide testimony in support of House Bill 55.

My name is Jay E. Michael. | am a solo practitioner in Columbus, a certified specialist in estate
planning, trust and probate law, and a current member of the Ohio Bar Board of Governors.

House Bill 55 addresses a barrier to access to courts for clients, particularly those with lower-
income estates. Under current law, when an estate includes property that must be sold, the costs
associated with the land sale are paid first from the proceeds of the sale, prior to covering mortgage
payments and other priority liens. However, costs of general estate administration are not and, as
a result, little or no funds remain to pay for those needed services. This leaves attorneys without
compensation for the critical work of reviewing assets, distributing personal property, and ensuring
the proper administration of the estate.

For clients with limited financial resources, this dynamic makes it increasingly difficult to find
attorneys willing to take on these cases. When attorneys are disincentivized from representing
lower-income clients due to this risk of nonpayment, individuals are left without the legal
assistance necessary to navigate the probate process effectively. House Bill 55 helps solve this
problem by allowing courts to prioritize estate administration costs over other liens when an estate
is insolvent after a land sale. By ensuring that attorneys have a pathway to receive payment for
their work, the bill promotes greater access to legal services and makes it more feasible for clients
with modest estates to obtain representation.

Additionally, we understand the bill sponsor will be putting forward an amendment to cap general
estate administration costs that can be escalated to $5,000. We support this measured approach, as
it balances the need for fair attorney compensation with the interests of lienholders.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. We urge your support of House Bill 55 to
help ensure that all Ohioans, regardless of the size of their estate, have meaningful access to the
courts.
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