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The Honorable Chair Thomas,

The OBL is the foremost trade association for the Ohio banking industry - and is Ohio’s only
organization focused on meeting the needs of all banks and thrifts in the Buckeye State. The
non-profit association is comprised of more than 170 FDIC-insured financial institutions
including commercial banks, savings banks, and savings and loan associations ranging in size
from just over $14 million in assets to more than $3.5 trillion and employing over 60,000
Ohioans.

On behalf of the Ohio Bankers League (OBL) and its member banks, we appreciate the
opportunity to provide our perspective on House Bill 55, which seeks to amend R.C. Section
2127.38 and related provisions concerning the administration of probate estates. We
recognize the intent behind this amendment and appreciate efforts to provide necessary
flexibility in probate proceedings. Our focus is on ensuring that any changes maintain a fair
balance between estate administration and the interests of secured creditors, including
financial institutions that provide mortgage lending services to Ohio residents.

Under current Ohio law, probate administrators and attorneys handling land sales in probate
estates are entitled to recover fees before mortgage lienholders receive payment. This
structure has been effective in facilitating probate land sales while also ensuring that secured
creditors are protected. The proposed amendment introduces additional considerations by
allowing administrators and attorneys to be compensated for estate-related work beyond
the real estate sale before satisfying the mortgage lien. While we understand the reasoning
behind this change, it is important to ensure that any modifications are implemented in a
responsible manner.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the Sponsor, Representative Stewart, for his
work crafting this legislation and his willingness to accept feedback from our members on
the bill. We appreciate the inclusion of judicial discretion in the bill, which provides a
safeguard against excessive claims. Additionally, the inclusion of a $5,000 cap on
administrative and attorney fees is a reasonable compromise that ensures estate
professionals are fairly compensated while preventing undue burden on lienholders. This
cap strikes a balance between enabling estates to function effectively and preserving the
integrity of secured interests.
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The OBL and its member banks value the General Assembly’s commitment to improving
probate procedures while considering the perspectives of all stakeholders. We believe that
with the inclusion of a reasonable cap on fees, H.B. 55 presents a workable solution that
protects the interests of both estate administrators and mortgage lenders.

We appreciate your leadership and consideration of this important issue. Please do not
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding our position at
dboyd@ohiobankersleague.com or (614) 340-7608. We look forward to continued
collaboration in ensuring a fair and effective probate system for all Ohioans.

Sincerely,
T LT =
Don Boyd

VP, State Government Relations & General Counsel
Direct: (614) 340-7608
Email: dboyd@ohiobankersleague.com
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