Representative Brian Stewart
12th House District

Chair Thomas, Vice Chair Mathews, Ranking Member Isaacsohn, thank you for hearing
my testimony on House Bill 160, which adds more specific guidelines for the sale of marijuana
and similar substances, while maintaining the overall will of the voters who voted “yes” to
legalize adult-use marijuana in Ohio.

I want to acknowledge and thank Senator Huffman, who is leading Senate Bill 56 and
Senate Bill 86, which tackle marijuana and hemp separately, for all his work and the insight he
brings to the table on this topic. House Bill 160, however, merges marijuana and intoxicating
hemp to be regulated and sold the same way: through dispensaries, not gas stations, per the will
of the people.

As I previously said, this bill retains the core provisions in Issue 2 including:

- The approved levels of home grow, with no reductions in the number of allowable plants
of 12 per adult in a household and

- The existing tax rate of 10% to keep adult-use marijuana users from resorting to black
market products, or worse yet, traveling to Michigan.

House Bill 160 also responds to concerns raised by Ohioans since the passage of Issue 2 by
prohibiting adult-use in public spaces, the marketing of products to children, and the
manufacture of products that are in forms appealing to children. The bill also allows Ohio’s
employers to enact drug-free workplace policies to keep their workplace safe.

Additionally, House Bill 160 closes a loophole that presently allows intoxicating hemp
products such as delta-8, delta-9, and THC beverages to be sold in gas stations, and too often, to
minors. These products are almost indistinguishable from marijuana and should be treated the
same as the product that Ohioans voted to be sold exclusively through state-regulated
dispensaries. Simply put, if it gets you high, it should be sold through a dispensary.

As the sitting Ohio House Finance Chairman, of course I’'m going to talk about taxes. House
Bill 160 continues to respect political subdivisions which voted to authorize dispensaries, and
justified that vote to their constituents, based on current law that allows those local governments
to receive a share of tax revenue to cover foreseeable upfront costs of planning for these new



businesses. This bill provides that local governments will receive 20% of the revenue
from marijuana sales, for a period of 5 years, after which time any hypothetical upfront costs will
have already been incurred and paid, and the carve out can be rescinded.

Also, to help preserve the legislature’s power of the purse, House Bill 160 will direct the bulk
of the tax revenue from marijuana sales to the Ohio’s general fund where it will remain subject
to Ohio’s elected leaders’ determinations of where those funds should be spent in each biennial
budget.

Finally, as the views of Ohioans have shifted on the issue of marijuana, our laws should
reflect that. So, House Bill 160 will also provide an expedited pathway to expunge prior
convictions for marijuana related offenses.

I want to thank Speaker Huffman, our policy staff, and my Legislative Aide JT Ysseldyke for
their help in getting this drafted. I believe it is a reasonable compromise and good policy for the

State of Ohio.

I will now take any questions the committee may have.



